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It's said that a new bomb was dropped on Hiroshima

By Iwai Tanaka,

Intemational Soropiimist Hiroshima

(Twenty years old at the time of the bombing Lived in & Russian concession in Tienchin City,
Herbei State, Chinsa.)

It's Baid That a New Bomb was Dropped on Hiroshima

On August 7, I heard the news of a new bomb dropped on Hiroshima from my hushand's
company at our company house. [ didn't tell about the disastrous situation in Hiroehima,
Japan surrendered on August 15 and our community’s life complately changed.

In the beginning of September, we were ordered to move to a Japanese concession. Even
though [ was seven months pregnant at that time, my hushand and T had to leave our beautifal
western atyle house.  We wers allowed to take only minimal belongings and elothes for our
new haby in a large backpack and furoshiki (wrapping cloth). Our heusing compound was
surrounded by some 2000 Chinase people. Unarmed Japanese soldiers assisted all company
housing residents to get into cars. When I looked back from the car, I saw everything in our
houses was being taken away and only the empty beautiful western style buildings remained
thers.

The Japanese concession was crowded with many Japanese families from various places
in China, Beveral families shared a house which was partitioned into small parta. At the
end of November, I gave birth to a boy after a very difficult labor. Both my baby and I were
in bad condition. My three month-old boy had pneumonia with a high fever after going out
to take a bath on a cold winter night. There wers no doctors or medicine. I had no idea
about treatment and I was so helpless. Every time a repatriation ship came, many people
around me returned to Japan except for my family. One day, my husband went shopping and
came across his childhood friend in town. My husband told him about cur son's disease. On
the next day, this friend gave us three amall white tablets which he obtained from the
American Occupation Army. Immedistely, 1 crushed the tablets and gave them to my son
with my breast milk. His fever went down in one day. T eried with joy and thanked my
husband's friend. However, my son's breathing difficulty lingered into May. We were told,
“This is the last repatriation ship. If you miss this chance, you won't be able to go back to
dapan forever” Thinking about taking a sick five-month-old boy on a long journey, 1 was
nervous and I couldn't decide to go home. My neighbors encouraged me, saying, "Let’s go
home, it's going to be OK." We took a freight train to the port and arrived at a relocation
center. We atayed there for one week, We intended to go to Hiroshima, but we were advised
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to change the destination beranss Hirmshima was so severely damaged that no plants would
grow for some TO years. We decided to go to my parents’ house in Yamaguchi prefecture.
After we got on board, the ship doctor who examined my son told u# that if my 2on died on the
#hip, his body would be buried at sea. When we arrived at Sasebo Port, my son was still alive,
but a girl in the next bed was dead. Her mother held her girl in her arms and got off the ship.

After going through the immigration procedure, every adult returnee received 1000 yen
and headed to his hometown. At the railway station, my mother was waiting for us with a
twowheeled handeart. My mother saw us thin and wearing tattered clothes. We
understood each other without words. [n the early morning of the next day, my husband and
I headed for Hiroshima and got off at Yokogaws station where only burned fields were
atretched out as far as we could see.  We searched for Hn-roofed shacks and found my brother.
He told us that my husband’a parents and brother died and his sister was missing. She was
atill a student.

In order to forget our grief and regain normal life a8 soon as possible, my hushand lived in
Hiroshima arnd [ lived in Yamaguchi. In the summer of 1047, for the first time after we
returned to Japan, our family started to live together in Hiroshima in & house with a wooden
foor instead of tatami mate. There was a small vacant ground adjacent to our house, We
removed bricks from the ground and planted tomatoes, cucumbers, and eggplants. They
grew very weoll and we appreciated eating them in the midst of a food shortage. When we
boasted about it, one of my neighbors said, "It's strange that vegetables grow this big with
only water. It must be due to radiation, After Pika-Don, the black rain fell and many
people who were exposed to the rain died. So you should stop eating those vegetables
immediately.” [wasthreatened by this suggestion and 1 had a nightmare in which my entire
family waa dead.

Singe then, we have run through a turbulent 70 years. Now my eldest son has become 70
years old, and my husband who steered our family's life died 9 years ago. T myself am now
over 80 years old and very thankful for my life. I spend every day thinking what I should do
or what [ can do for society.

Translation by Akiko Awa, Member of Translstion Group of World Friendship Center
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My Youth

By Miyoke Mochizuki
Japanese Association of University Women, Hiroshima Branch
{17 years old at that time, lived in Muksihara-town, Takata-gun, Hiroshima prefecture)

I appreciate being alive both before and after the war. This year, I turned 87 years ald. It
has been a long time, but when I think back over it, I feel like it was just 2 moment.

Ag the Pacific War got fierce, our life became hard. 'We had a small workforce and geods were
getting scaree. When 1 was in the second year in girls' middle school, students worked in the
labor sarvice every day. We would work hard, cutting grass, planting trees, burying water
pipes for rice to grow well and clearing things after foods. At the end, our school changed
into a clothing factory, and we worked there. Then underclass students tock over our work,
and we started working in the Kure Naval Arsenal. We had a hard time training to learn job
skills and worked together with the volunteer corps.

All of & sudden, we were bombed on March 19, 1946, While we were evacuating, seeing
enemy planes far away, | did not feel like I was alive, I still cannot forget the sight of the
damage by the Kure Air Raid. We often had to go to air raid shelters for safety, which made
our work slow,

When the war ended, the laber service ended as well. We returned to school but we did not
have time to rest. Wi went to work in a disastor area in Hiroshima on Awguet 19. We were
sent to Honkawa Elementary School for reliof activities. 1 saw people such as a person who
could not lie down to aleep becanse he was burned all over his body, a person whose face was
burned ao badly that [ couldn't tell where his eyes and mouth were, and a person who was
covered only with gauze. It is o bittor memory that an elementary school child clung to me
and said crying, "Bring my mom here.”

Our job was to make porridge of rice with some other ingredients in big pots and carry it to
the victims, ‘There were maggots in the water from the pump that had survived the fire, no
matter how many times we pumped up water. Flies were always flying around us.  However,
we carried the porridge to them every morning and we found someone dead every day. Their
bodies were cremated on the school grounds. We slept on straw mats in a reom with no
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window, but we saw blue flames and felt lonely. I will not forget the relief activities at
Honkawa Elementary School for my whole life.

My father walked around Hiroshima for many days to look for my alder sister but be could not
find her. He said that many bodies had been burned black and be could not even tell whether
they were male or female. He alao died after a while.

I did not get a proper education because of the labor service and [ wanted to do something
about it, so [ took a correspondence course from Japan Women's Univeraity. Then T worked
as & school nurse for many years, supported by many people.

We appreciate that we exiat today at the sacrifice of 80 many lives and we should appeal for
“No more A-bombs.”

I think we, Hiroshima and Japan, have a responsibility to make appeals to the warld in order
for human beings to survive.

Translation by Satoko Ishibashi, Member of Trsnelation Geoup of Weonld Friendship Contor
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| Will Appeal for Peace As Long As | Live

By Haruko Kntayama

Member of the Women's Couneil

(15 years old, living at Fuchu-town, Aki-gun, Hiroshima Prefecture at the time of the A-
bombing)

When [ was 16 years old, after graduation from elementary achosl, [ was mobilized by Toye
Industrial Company (presently Mazda) and worked for the wonden model factory, sharpening
chizels and planes every day. T lived in the dormitory of the company.

On Avgust 8, [ went to Teurumi Town to work at demolishing houses to prevent spreading
fires, There wasarollcall at 8:10am. Just after that, I was suddenly blown several meters
away. Itwaspitch-dark and I eould not see anything. T ran toward the place where I heard
BOmMEenne’s voice.

I came back to the factery and found the earth floor was filled with so many people lying
down that I conld not go forward without striding over or stepping on them. At that time, [
thought a terrible bomb must have heen dropped. From the next morning, 1 took care of the
injured people every day.

On August 13, we ware told to return home by the company president.  On our way home
with my friends, we saw a lot of people whosze burns were so terrible that we could not
recognize which sides were their fronta or their backs, We were so scared that we held hands
and desperately walked. We took a train from Mitaki. Then I walked over the hill and came
home. My family did not know what had happened to me and had almost given up on me, So
when they saw me, they thought [ was a ghost. On the way home, a woman living along the
road gave ma a rice ball, saying, "Eat it.” It was very tasty and [ cannot forget it even now.

At the end of Angust, 1 was told to come to the company, and 1 was released from
mebilization.

When [ was exposed, [ was in the ehade of 2 building. 5o T had noburns. However, after
returning home, many rashes came out all over my body. [n the fall of the year, I did not feel
like doing anything. 1 did nothing until April the next yaar, The neighbors spoke ill of me,
saying, "She is young but does nothing,”

In May, I entered a training school for nurses managed by Japan Medieal Group. During
the job interview for the achool, 1 was asked whether I was exposed to the A-bomb. 1
continued going to and being absent from achoal for a year. When I applied for the Railroad
Hospital, | was also asked whether | was exposed to the A-bomb. Maybe the people who were
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exposed to the A-bomb were in poor health and tended to be absent from work.

I hid that | was an A-homb survivor for many decades. I kept silent when I got married.
My baby's ear had an abnormal shape and he had an operation when he was les than 40 days
old. Taking him to see hie doctor was hard work but, more than that, 1 felt guilty toward him.
I had no one to consult at that time and felt sorrow that noe one could understand my feelings
even if | consulted someone.

We were children at the time of the A-bombing so there were a lot of things we did not
know. We happened to be there, 50 we were exposed to the A-bomb. Being A-bomb survivors,
we were discriminated against. Although there were many victims of war, we were
discriminated against just because we were A-bemb survivors.

1 kept silent that I was an A-bomb sarvivor for a long time. Hewever, when T sccompanisd
the A-bomb survivors delegation abroad as a medical staff in‘charge, someons pushed me,
saying, "If you do not tell about your experience of the A-bombing now, vou will lose the
opportunity.” So I started to talk about my exparience even though it was a heavy burden
and hard work for me.

We must not start wars no matter what may happen.

[ will do my best for peace as long as [ live.

The treasure we should leave for our children is not money but only a peaceful world.
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Horrible summer

Kazuko Kawada
<13 years old atthe time, living in Otemachi, Hiroshima City>

As she lives through the final chapters of her life, she feels the mission to pass on her
memories as a survivor of the world, and finally decides to open her heart.

It was no exaggeration to say that she had a chance to talk with a junior and senior high
school students of the Chogolku Shimbun, and she was drawn inte bher enthusinetic
questions at that time, and her heart was released,

I was impressed and moved by the way these young people were working to pass on to
postarity.

I was 13 years old at the time and was a second vear student at an old school for girls.
Classes wers interrupted by repeated warnings and air raid warnings, English which
was the enemy language was abolished, and the clags hours were far from studying by
clearing the schoolyard and physical education was military training nsing a naginata.
The Tmperial Headquarters was alzo relocated to Hiroshima, which was the "military
city of Hiroshima.”

Due to national poliey, the decres to mobilize students was lowered for us female students,
and in July of the sacond grade, [ was mobilized to the Hiroshima 7264 aircraft factory
in Takasu,

1 was waiting for work around 8 o'clock on Augast 6th.

On o hot midsummer morning, the snemy plane B29 was flving in the deep blue sky
where the sun was shining, pulling a pure white contrail.

Everyone waa suspicious even though the air raid warning had been canceled, and as
soon as they left the window, an orange flash ran, the factory shool, and [ think we were
encaking under the desk.

I don't remember exactly how I escaped, but I escaped into the mountains.

I was just crouching under the loguat tree while being exposed to the black rain,

My house was 500 meters from the hypocenter, and | was stunned to see the city that
scorched the mght sky without any way to return to the burning flames.

Taken by my friend's father who came to pick me up, I headed to the land of the
evacuation destination in a rainy day

The crowd of vickims who walked along the way was so amazing

The appearance, a novel burn, the head, face, back, chest, and thighs swelled, the peeled
slkin hung down, the lips fell, and the lips protraded.
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"Water, water" "Pleaze help me”, the voice of the devil

Other than that, it was a procession like wandering in a voiceless scream.

A mother who was desperately walking in o procession while holding a burnt and
breathless baby.

Eventually her exhausted mother was crouched by the roadside and left bebind.

It wag a shocking event that was too brutal and extraordinary for a 13 years old girl, a
blank time that pushed me into a completely numb, unconecious world, with no thought,
fear, or sadness.

The next day, on the Tth, I searched for my father and relatives in the city and in the
direction of Midorii.

A corpse, a large war horse, was rolling in the city, and a corpse was floating in the river
like a raft,

My home in (Memachi bad no trace,

On the 8th, at the Kamivacho intersection, the army gathered the rolling corpses and
slood at the cremation aite.

My father, my relatives at home, many friends, teachers, and my alma mater wers all
loat, and I lost all of my daily life.

Only "life" remained.

Fortunately, my mother went out for her job early in the morning of the 6th and survived.
Beginning with bleeding from her throat in mid-September, hematemesis, melena, high
fever, hair loss and three months of fighting iliness.

In the shezence of her medicine, her mother hunted for "Houttuynia cordata®, she
attended and prayed and believed, and she took it every day.

In early summer, when she sees the white flower "Houttuynia cordata” that hlooms
casually in the alley, she feels "life" and adorableness.

She was later diagnosed with "atomic bomb disease™.

I was convinced that junior and senior high school students would pass on the
terribleness of nuclear weapons to posterity.

It is the duty and responsihility of those who live in this world to protect peace and the
dignity of life a0 that neither war nor disaster will be weathered.
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Inheriting the thoughts of the A-bomb survivors, creating

a peaceful society without war
4 Women's Conference

Wahoko Sato
{(Born in 1948)

7 yvears have passed since "that day™.

Although the number of A-bomb survivors has been aging and decreaging, "that day” has
not disappeared from the A bomb survivors, and they are atill living hard with "that day"
on their backs,

It has been more than seven years ginee I started helping the A-bomb survivor groups.
There are many consultations such s applisation procedures for health notebooks and
various allowances, nursing care and admission to facilities.

My hoart hurts when [ reéceive a consultation and tell about what happened at that time
and what happened after that,

“The worker's father died from the bombing, My mother worked desperately to help her
child. I couldn't go to school to take care of my little sister and younger brother."

I didn't come back. I grew up with a relative, but I waited outside every day thinking
that my parents would come to pick me up someday. [ still have no bones for my parents.
I had thought about it. A family who was entwined with flames in front of her under the
house,

She talks about her heart, such as the days of blaming herself for not being able to do
anything.

And varions discrimination against A-bomb survivors.

There are still many A-homb survivors who have not appled for the A-bomb survivar
health handbook due to their own circumstances.

Her mother, who was fesling diseriminated against the A-bomb survivors, wrote i her
notebook application that she had "entered the city alone” in order to protect her child.
The application was "rejected”.

Ako did not give up and traced her roots, and she got a solid testimony with her own feet
and became a "delivery".

Mr. B gaud, "I didn't take a notebook because I didn't tell my husband that T was exposed
to radiation.” You can feel the weight of struggling alome. "Discrimanation” has created
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A-bomb survivors whe do not have A-bemb surviver notebooks In addition, A-bomb
survivors are alwave living with anxiety about their health. "Without the war, the atomic
homb would not have been dropped,” says many hibakusha. "If there was nowar" and "if
the atomic bomb was not dropped,” I think each way of life would have been different. A-
homb survivors who have lived with their mouths elosed for 70 vears talk about "if T
didn't talk mow ..", “that day”, and "that day", and some of them are expressed in
saptences. .. With the thought that "this should not happen". 1 think we must listen
carefully to respond to that deaire, change the current situation that is said to be
"prewar,” and work hard to pasgs on a peaceful society to the next generation.
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When | was Seven Years Old

By Masumi Apawa

In summer when | was in Grade £ at Miyajima Elementary Sehool, Japanese children in
those days were ealled "spokokumin® We wove foreed to go to achoeol everyday in the hlazing
sun, because soldiers were fighting for the country and taking summer vacation was
abaolutely unthinknble. Being absent from school, I was bucketing well water into a tank on
August Gth. I was appalled by a sudden flash and roar, and 1 hid ander the shade. But I got
uneasy, Then, I went out of the shade and leoked toward the roar. Oh, gosh! A beautiful view
was spreading in front of me. That was twinkling and shining seven-colored in the
thunderhead of the Hiroshima aky, Later on, | learned that it was a mushroom cloud from the
atomic bomb. However, I felt like no one sheuld see this civeumetance. 80 1, as a seven-year
old girl, kept it a secret. For the time being, military truckes loading lota of casualties came one
after another on National Highway 2. Thoze military trucks dropped them off by the pine trees
along the road. Women with "tasula” from "kokubohujinkai” took care of them, but there
was no medicine available, All they did was to mash up melons or slice them round and attach
them to the wounded people. Those people were just lying down on the grass under the broiling
sun. 8o those women couldn't do anything but wander about and watch people moaning. In
the meantime, I heard that the casualties were moved to temples and a military hospital in
Otake. I saw blistered dead bodies float on the seashore. Firefighters caught them with
firemen's hooks,. They pulled up dead bodies as if they were handling logs.

On August 15th, "Gyokuon"  broadcast called an end to the war, although our radio at home
was a little hard to listen to. I realized then that the war ended and I, as a child, felt secure.
But I was worried about what would happen from then an. At the end of August, the situation
of Miyajima completely changed, Befors the summer, the ssldiers of Japan going to war from
Uiina came to Miyajima for the last farewsll 4o their families. After the war, howewver,
Miyejima Hotel was condemned by the Allied QOceupation forces because of the defeat of
Japan. The hotel turned into an cofficer's club. Many soldiers and jeeps from the forces
gwaggered about at the approach to the shrine at Mivajima. At that time, | used to commute
to school by ferry. 1 got all the attention from the soldiers of the Allied Qceupation forces and
they gave me chocolate and chewing gum that [ had never had before. I shared them with my
peighbors and they thanked ma for that.

A large typhoon hit Miysjima in September. The Momijidani Valley was caught in a
landslide and Itsukushima Shrine suffered serious damage. Two landslides hit on a8 mountain
behind our house and the slide washed away three houses in no time, Although our house



stayed on the hill, the slide swallowed up our house and the mud flocked to us. Our family
barely survived, but, unfortunately, one of our neighbors died from the landslide. | saw a
restiie team dlgging out dead bodies. T sl flash back to that ireident. The transience of
human life remained strong in my seven-year-old mind.

On December 24th in 1945, despite the fact that Japan was short of food and people were
too poor to get black market rice, the biggest Christmas party ever wae held at an auditorium
of my elementary school. | had a great time and | even missed my ferry. My friends and 1,
commuting by forry together, atayed one night at the prineipal's house. This iz a good IEMIOrY.
Nevertheless, I found the attitude and behavior of grown-ups around me changed after the
war, eompared to before the war. |, as a seven'yearold girl, had a strong distrust towarda
them, That has strongly influenced my hife ever since.

Teanalation by Hinano Hochi, Marii Saite, Kana Sakashita
Edited by Jun Sasaki

L In those days, children were treated in the same way as grown-ups. "Sho” means small,
and "kokumin® means citizen. So children were considered to be "small” citizens. They were
also required to support grown-ups for the war.

2 (Cloth sash
3 "Kokubohujinks” is the precursor of the current Women's Society. The association was
founded for the national defense in those days.

4 A broadeast of the voice of Japan's Emperor Hirchito

B Miyajima Hotel was built in 1917 and burned down in 1952,
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A study about “70 years after the war” from the progress of

Prefectural Women's Committee

By Ichikawa Sachiko
The Hiroshima Prefecture Regional Women' s Group Coordinating Committee
(Born in 195%)

In 1848 our group started as The Hiroshima Prefecture Women' s Committee. After that
t clianged its name twice. And it has been 68 years since we started the committes, |
would like to lock back at our progress and think sbout “The 70 year period after the

]
war

After tha Second Werld War, slong with the emancipation of women, our women' s club
started to study democracy and to promote the activity for our advancerment and
davalopment.

We thought that we had to build our assembly hall for our activity. And wa got funds
threugh "ene yen donation * by our member and with the assistance of Hircshima
Frefecture. In 1951 our Ladies Hall was completad in Hiroshima shi Makaku Fujimicho
which was desolate burned field still after the atomic bomb. On this occasion, the system
of Prefectural Wormen' s Committee scholarship funds started and a matrimonial agency
and a consumer affairs center were opened, Also in various regions of Hiroshima
Prefecture, women' s associations were astablished. At those places we learn many
things ebout the integral part of people’ s life. Qur activities bacame more and more
anergetic.

With the rapid economic growth, our society bacame affluent. And it was a time when it
was said that “the customer is always right” The number of our members had increased
to 220 thousand people. In 1964 24000 people gathered and a big athletic meet was hold
in Hroshima Ball Park. In this way activities of our women' & club became more animated
and opened an introduction center for side jobs and complaints counter

for daily life, and had a tripartite round table conference among suppliers, administration
and consumers. They created a great sensation in ocur society. At the same time, we
opened a children’ s literature library, mothers’ mesting which let children read good
bocks, a round lecture for consumer” s life, and held a women' & training in order to get s
better way of living.
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In 1975 the Unitad Mations advocated " International Women' s Year “ . And under the
slogan of equality devalopment and peace, World Plan of Behavior was adopted.
Accordingly lady’ s club also accelerated to tackle the improvement of women' & social
status and particpation for society,

In 1985 due to deterioration, the Ladies Hall was closed and dismantled. At the same
place, Hirashima Prefecture women' s comprehensive center “Essor Hiroshima™ was built,
which iz public—made and privata

eperated. This is the first system in Japan. It is our active base now.

When Essor Hiroshima was built we cooperated with “The Conference to Improve
Women' & Social Status and Accelerste to Take Part in Social Activities in Hiroghima "
The donation from Prefectura Women' s Committee was 10 million yen and "The
Conferenca to--" was 21 millien yan Tha total amount was

31 million yen. And lots of concerned people made a large denation. We acted very hard
to build our active base. Although this place was devastated by an stomic bomb, we stood
up again bravely. So sxistence of Essor Hiroshima is significant as Hiroshima women' s
ecartar. Administration and we women will never forget this and we will want to hand down
this to the next generation,

Our seciety is now suffering from declining birth rate and an aging society. So Prefecture
Women' s Committes will base their activities on the principal of normalization in the
society and sim to produce comfortable regions where everyone can live happily. And we
will tackle the life long study to bring about earth friendly environment From now on wa
would like to expand our activities further,

Translation by Kajivam Yoko in Shimonosekisi
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What | saw in 1945

By Chikee Kitamoto

I cannot forget the date August 8, 1945, no matter how hard [ try to forget. At that time, |
was 16 years old and [ was in my first year in high school. There were few young people in
the village. and we commuted to a factory of fountain pens in Aki—gun Oya=-mura. My job
was to put ammurition into hand grenades in the laboratory..

On August B, [ was in a car just around Koyaura Station. | was surpriced to hear the
strong and sharp sound, and [ hid pushing my head under the chair. The station manager
said “You should wait here until you get in touch with your school.” But we all walked
Skm to go home as we ware crying. Wa were told to go to school at 8a.m. on 10th, 50 we
wert there for the first time after the atomic bemb was dropped. So many Hibakusha
were lying in the big auditorium, and then | and my classmates engaged in rescue
activities with people of women' s association, as a doctor asked us, although we wers
scared of it.

“It" s burning hot. Give me some water.” “Dad"” “Mom" People were caliing out their
relatives names for help. As time passed, pus came out of the burns in scorching hot days
around 34°C to 35°C, and then maggots were crawling out of their noses or ears. We
helped to get rid of them and put them into empty cans using a pair of tweezer just made
by the civil defense unit. Thars was a three—year- old girl who cried leoking for her
mother. The doctor told me to be like her mother, so | said to the girl, “Your mother is
here." Although we hold her burrt hands, she passed awsy soon after that,

Boys dug a big hole in the school ground using their own shovels, They put the boedied on
a door plate and threw them into the hole and burned them with heavy cil. Bodies were
thrown awey like what we didn’ t need. The situation was like hell of this world. Dectors
zaid, “Give some water to the suffering paople who want to drink.” But none of them
could drink by themselves, because their mouths swelled up with pus. So we put straw
into the water and gave some water little by litte. Nonethelass, about 100 to 150 people
were dying one afler another every day.
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Shouting voice for the pain and the heat vibrated, and new comers passed away in two
days. We felt seary at first, but we engaged in the work as hard as possible to help them,
behaving like their own parents, brothers and sisters. | remember clearly the terrible
situation after the atomic bomb was dropped that many people were suffering and dead
pecple were burnt as they were thrown away. ' | naver forget the scens through my life.
Such a terrible and sad tragedy should never happen again.

| sometimes went to Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park with my grandsen, and told him the
story of those days many times. Mow he is an elementary school teacher and he tells
what he heard from me to the third grade studants, trying to hand down the story. I' m
proud of his efforts,

This is the doctor’ & words remaining in my heart. “l can work, but people in front of me
are suffering like going crazy. As you see, no matter how scary or how painful it s, do
your best for the people in front of you."

Translation by Yasuko Sakata (kitakyushu)
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A-BOMB 1S THE SOUL OF EVIL

By Sadas Kasaocka (Kouyoukal, Hiroshima)
A 13-year girl living in Hireshima then

It was August 6, 1945 that an atomic bomb waa dropped in Hiroshima for the first time in
the world.

Cn that day, | lived in Enami—Che, which was 3.5 kilometers away from the center of the
blast, with my parents and grandmother. When | got exposed to radiation, | was in the
first grade in an exclusive girls' school. | went out for demolishing building to check the
spread of a fire the day before but we didn't have class on that day, August 6 and [ was
at home. My parents were out to help other people with demolishing the buildings, so
they were not with me.

At 8:15 on the moming, suddenly | saw a red huge flash outside of the window, Boom! the
moment | heard the explosion, pleces of broken glass wers flying towards my direction. |
got injured with the pieces of glass. | went out only to see that our house had almost
fallen into pleces with roof tiles and wall mud scattered around.

After around 3 am, a man in the nsighborhood came back from downtown who got burns
all over his body. His pitiful appearance made ma worry about my parents who were also
out there.

My brother whe lived in Kobe came back home on holiday on that evening and took our
father with him. He evacuated and went to his relatives in Cga. He was brought home by
my brother on a wagon. He nearly looked like dead. His face was swollen, with his eyes
opened and his swollen and chapped lips looked like a pomegranate, His clothes were
almost completely burnt because of explosion. His bady glistened as if he was painted
black. [t was impossible to provide appropriate medical attention , there was no way but
to apply & comprass of ground cucumbers or potatoes.

He wanted water but we didn’ t give any because someone said giving water to the
burned victims would cause them to die. | feel really sorry | did net give him any water,

Flias swarmed over his wounds and maggots were around there. Maggots fed on his body
and bacame fias, This is the war
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If the war hadn’ t transpired, thoese orual things wouldn' t have happened.

Ha'll'_'r.l Father passed dWay to deys later. We diig a ole in the beach and cremated his
body In the presence of all our family members. A lot of bodies were eremated here and
there. Blue balls of fire were floating and embers wera flying at dusk. | thought they were
souls of paople whe couldn’ t dia and leave things that way, My mather had glready died
in Mijjima zhelter B days before that moment. We got a pouch which had some bones and
hair of our mother,

The following year, | had rashes all over my body and | hadn’ ¢ gotten over these rashas
for about half a year. Everything about the atomic bomb and effect of radiation was told
to us after a period of time. | had suffered from anemia and began to have my period
during my first year in high schegl,

Our family went through many hardships after our parents passed away. My brother gave
up going to schoaol and started to work. My sister who was already married went to our
house to take care of us. My grandmother managed to live with her grandehildren’ s
support. My younger brother and [ helped housework and often picked up odd oysters at
the beach. shelled them and sold them.

I somehow graduated from high school but | falt discriminated because [ was an atomic
bornb vietim.

When plants began to put out new leaves and shoots in burned ruins, Hiroshima even
after the merciless explosion, people in Hiroshima were encouraged by the power of
nature, We had strong will to return Hiroshima to what it had be. We made avery affort to
reconstruct Hiroshima.

Wa never nesed war. We never want anyone to experience those hardships so [ told my
experience as a atomic bomb victim.

I hepe and pray that nuclear weapons will disappear all over the world,

Translation by Keiko Tatsuguchi., Kitakyushu
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My thought through 70 years after the war

By kuko Murakami, Hirosima Momiji association
{ barn in Osa town .Yamagata county)

| was born before the war, before the atomic bombing in Hiroshima, but | have no
memories at that time. So | thought | wasn't proper to apply for this memoir. But thers
are lots of people who have lost their parents in the war or from atomic bombing around
me, And [ was beginning to think that | have a duty to appeal how hard their lives have
been. That' s why | decided to write this memeir.

First [ write about history of my husband who was born on October 1944,

My husband’ s mother had two sons.One was three and the other was five years old , and
was aight months pregnant my husband at that time. My husband’ s father who was a
school teacher got call-up paper on August 1944, After he was trained as a
correspondent soldier, he left the port of Kure for the battlefield in Southeast Asia. Soon
aftar he left, his battleship which had 3000scldiers on board sank in the East China Sea
by submarine sttack. He had never had a chance to see his third son, my  hushand, even
though he had known the baby was born. [ ve heard that arcund 100scldiers had been
saved . Hiz family received only a box with a notification of their father’ s death , but no
ash.

His two brothers were [eft in their paternal grandfather and relatives and my husband, the
third son, who was only a few days after birth was brought up by his mother's side. His
mether who was in despair contracted tuberculosie. She couldn't breast-feed her son and
passed away on the anniversary of her husband's death. It was only one year from the
infection. Three innocant infant lost their father in the war and lost their mother from a
disease. S0 they had to ve separately. But ties between families was strong at that time
and sach of them wera brought up by three different relatives. During summer vacation
they gathered together at their grandfather’s house and helped him with his farming 've



heard that they were rigorously disciplined by their grandfather instead of their parents.
Prcbably because of their grandfather, they have been well brought up. When | knew such
stories about my husband, [ strongly thought that “we should not forgive the tragedy of

unreasonable war”

Besides [ have a lot of classmates who have lost their fathers in the war or from the
atomic bomb, and brought up by their mothers. Recently a film * Hahato Kuraseba, Living
with mother “directed by Yail Yamada was relsased. In the film Sayuri Yoshinag plays a
mother who has lost her second son reminisces about the good old days with him. The
son was a medical student and was killed outright from the atomic bombing in Nagasaki. |
was relieved to see them enjoy talking in lots of scenes. In my husband s case, he didn't
have any memories with his own family. The fact is so sad and [ was always moved ta
tears.

The above fact was only one example of personal damage from the war
[ think there must be a lot more tragic events in the world.

Thinking about fragility of family as a unit, It's important to lsarn the postwar history and
model en those who have survived the pre and postwar period. There are other important
things such as, "Don't treuble about small matters.” "Don't be selfish.” 'Don't content
with sconomical development. “Know the way to five strictly.”

Raised in rural area, my mantal image through my experience ie trying to live as naturally

as possible. I remember my mother was striving to live under cold and harsh snviranment,
She ran through three era, Taisho, Showa and Heisei, and she passed away peacefully at

the age of 99 without waking up from her bed in this early March.

Looking back the past and | thought ” Women wers strong in the old days” and I conclude
my 70 years=long thought in this essay.

Trarslation by Michiyve Kawai(kitakyushu)
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At that time, my mother..., and my father. ..

By Mivamoto Sachiko,
Hiroshimakan Maomijilai

The news that in Hrosihima a huge bomb was dropped and Hiroshima city was destroyed
came to my parent’ s house whers my mother and my 4 sisters lived togsther. It' s in the
mountains of Kudoyama, Wakayama Prefecture. | was 4 years old then. Kudoyama is
closaly connected with Sanada Yukimura who |s a hero of “Sanadamaru”, one of the
long-running historical drama series on NHK TV. My name “Sachika”

originated from it

Only 4 year-old girl could not know that the huge bomb” was an atomic bomb and the
situation of the city exposed to radiation was really terrible. My father was a career
soldier. | was born in Sowa 18 whan The Pacific war broke out. Before the war my father
was transferred to one place after another in Morth Eastern China, based in Manchuria.
Even his family couldn’ t know where he was. Just before the end of the war, he was
transferred to the southern area from Kwantung Army. When he was in Morotai [sland,
Indonesia the war ended. He was sald to have been dstained as a war criminal.

| wondered why my father' s home town was destroved because an atomic bomb was
dropped in Hiroshima and had also destroved the city, 1 was worrying whather my father
was alive or dead, | fragmentarily remember [ was Estening to adults’ whispering. |
scarcely ramember the feeling of defeat in the war.

After this news our life in Kudosan meountains changed completely. Although until quite
recently B20 and fighter aircrafts were bombing Osake and Kobe, geing beyond Kil
channel, they stopped coming. Air-raid alarms were not raised and we didn' t have to
Jump imo air—raid shelters. We didn’t need to put air-raid hood when the siren rang.

During the war my mother never went into an air raid shelter when an alarm rang. My
grandmother said, " A woman (my mother) who goes to Manchuria has nerves of stesl and
ghe ie out of control”, Lamenting like thie, she ssemad to be proud of her bravenass,
Later my mother told me this story. Her befief that no one drops a bomb on the country
like Kudosan just made her keep a stiff upper lip.
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At that time | was a naughty child. My attituds and behavior were terrible as a
frasloader. And we still didn' t know F my father was alive or dead. The life of Kudosan
ended all too soon.

Now I think for me, 4 year old girl, the friction with my cousins and the life in poverty
seemed to excead my amount of patience. My mother and people around me seamed to
have a hard time becauss of ma,

My meother believed that her husband was religious and he would come back alive to
Japan. She decided to wait for him in Mivoshishish. Hireshioma, which was his hometown.

In July Sowa 21, my father was demobilized from Morotai to us.

My father was quite different from what | dreamt. Long combat ife and tha fife as a
detainee made his body and mind undermined. What was worse, as if to make a further
attack, he was removed from public service.

As is usual with the time our poor life started after the war.

My father and mother knew nothing about agriculture but they settled in reclaimed
village. Their physical condition became worse. A little later we left the village. After that
my father entered the Buddhist priesthood. It was his dream of many years. But he got
sick and passed away whan he wae 48 yeares old.

My mother lived to be 97 years old Last summer we held Buddhist memorial service for
the 7% anniversary for my mother. When | think about the condition in life of my father
and mother during the war and after the war, [ feel keenly that we shouldn' t do a war and
we women have to make more positive efforts in order to realize a peaceful society.

Translated by Kajiyama Yoko in Shimangsekishi
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Nagasaki — August of Destiny

When | was two, my mother passed away. At that tima, my father was away for war, so
my grandparents on my mother” & side took my four-month—old brother and me in chargs.
Their house was in Tomachi, Nagasaki Gity, near Magasaki port. My grandfsther had run a
taxi business, but after the war started, he lost his job; his cars were taken as & military
use and his amployees were taken to the war. In spite of that, he looked full of BNErgy
doing as a driver of a civil defense volunteer, saving “for our country.” Even though he
had no income, 1 never felt misery at that time. He may have had some Savings.

In August, 1945, 1 was in the fourth grade in elemertary school. and my brother was in the
sacond grade. The year before, in July, we had received notice of my fhather’ s death at
war. On August 8, we were informad that his remains would come back home. Actually, he
was an adopted husband, so | had heard that he would get remarried and not come back
to our place bacause of his relatives’ request. | had felt devastated about it. Then | got
this notice. [ remembar that | was so glad to hear he would come back to me; he was not
coming afive, though.

About ten years later, | knew that my father had be=n at that raging Battle of Imphal and
he had been one of the tens of thousands of soldiars who died of hunger or illness. [
heard that even now the place was called * hakkotsy kaida™ a skelston road.

On August 9, all women in the neighborhood got ready for my father” & funeral. When my
grandmother said, "let’ s have lunch earlier”, there was an orange flash of light, a strong
wind came from all sides and all the cushions disappeared. After a while, lots of people
with a terrible look poured down to our house for help and my grandmother started to
take care of them. Just then, [ heard the voice of the defense volunteer that my fathet' s
remains got back. My grandfather got out of the fire engine with the remains in his armna,
telling me to put it on the Buddhist altar. However | could not put it in the room where
lots of people who burned were groaning of pain. At that night. | could never sleep with
my father’ s remains in the bomb shelter. The plutonium bomb that exploded in the shy of
MNagasaki took the lives of appreximately 70,000 people in Magasaki, Since then many
people have been taken away their lives and been suffering from an aftereffect. For ma,
that day was the start of my struggle with hardship and nursing care that cast a shadow
of uncertainty, When | became twenty nine, my husband was transferred te Hiroshima and
wa moved there, but seven years later, he passed away from Hiness. 1 had to raise iy
child by myself, I struggled with my iliness. And | repeatadly went to Nagasaki to take care
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of my grandparents and other relatives who had been kind and helpful to me. It lasted
until [ was seventy two.

Now | am worried about the nursing care of myself, but as long as [ live, | want to ask for
“& world free of nuclear weapons and wars.”

Translation by Sachiko Kikuchi, (Kitakyushu)
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Face to 70" anniversary of A-bomb

By Kazue Kagawa, Hiroshima Women' & Collaga Alumni
8 months then, ved in Takada, Saekj

When I was a child, | hated summer, There were many people injured from A-bomb. |
used to see burned necks, arms, legs which came out of summer clothes. At that
time, Ididn’t know anything about stomic bomb. [ was just afraid of the arrival of
summer.

When | was 6 or 7 years old, my grandmother and mother tald me that A- bamb fell on
the city of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Many people died and still now some people are
suffering from the aftereffect of the A-bemb. My father wae detsined in Siberia. My
father was the oldest son, so [ used to live with my mother and father’ s sides
grandparents, uncle and aunt in Momi. [ was brought up carefully as a successor and falt
no inconvenience with my big family.

I wanted to know mora about A-bomb that killed some of my beloved family, Once in
a while, 1 ve heard about A—bomb from my family. [ was little so they didn’ t tell brutal
facts,

But it gave me a strong and oppressive impression. | could not accept it and zometimes
| dreamed about cruel stories which | never forget.

I think A-bomb gave us big damage not only our bodies but also our minda, This is the
reason why | wantad to be involved in this peace keeping activity,

The students of the high school that [ graduated from paid a visit to a Hiroshima Daini
Junior High School memorial monumant inside the Peace Mamorial Park to clean the
place in turn.

Coming up the Memorial Day, they cleaned thera extremely carefully.

The memorial monument was built for console the souls of the 352 A-bomb' & victims,
including teachers and students. Their names are carved in the back of the monument.
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The place where they were killed was 600 meters away from the epicenter of an A~
bomb.

They ware demolishing the buildings to check the spread of a fire along the Hongawa
river.

Most of them were killed instantly and we could not tell ene from the other.

There is a monumert inscribed with the poem written by a former Daini Junior High
School principal, Mr. Furuta.

On the Memeorial Day, they gether in front of the monument and mourn the
dead. Recent years, the number of seniors are fewer and fewer. That reminds me 70

yaars have paszed.

In August, in Hiroshima, CTBT conference of Wise Men, United Nations Conference on
Digarmament, and related nuclear disarmament conference were held. In advance of
Iseshima Summit , Foreign Ministers’ Corference will be held in Hiroshima, in May 2016.

[ hope Foreign Ministers® Conference had an opportunity to discuss tha sbolition of
nuclear weapons. Even after the war and peace comes to our society, tha damage
lasts forever,

I was born and raized in Hiroghima, the A~bomb city. [ have to tell hibakusha' s
situation and earnest wishes | need to keep thiz peace keeping activity.

Translation by Norike Matsuura, (Kitalyushy)
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I've living after the war

Mz, Sakayo Masuda

When [ was a elementary student, | bowed to the statue of “Ninomiya Kinjira * and tha
portreit of “emperor”. Then, | entered the school gate. All students at the school
gathered at morning assembly once a weak.

We said that “ wa should always be honesty for God” to the principal who mounted a
platform for 8 merning assembly. [ didn't got used to ensuring gender equality because
[ had such kind of education.

[ held the sowing class by borrowing money from fund for welfare of single parents . |
tock a role of manager at Maternal and Child association to return the faver. | antered
the Hiroshima Women Reunion University at Essor Hiroshima because a city officer at
Kure city invited me in 1995, | graduated as a member of tha 6th gradusting class and
racaeived the prize for perfect attendance.

My graduation thesis was “advice for happy married life” [ wrote that the first step for
happy marriage life is to believe eace other in the thesis.

After this, I joined uicamellia which was organized by graduatas from Women university
at Kure site. [ started deeply thinking how to ive as women by holding lectures and
Joining short plays. [t seemed that [ spend my life with ensuring gender equality at that
time.

When | worked as a bank officer in 18451 noticed thet we would wear Western clothes
not wearing Kimono. | entered the sowing school with what a little meney. | graduated
and worked for other sowing schoo! at Kamigamakan,

The school had had only 20 students at foundation year, but 70 students entered finally.

A student, who had wearied straw sandals, got to go to school with shoss, We were
getting rich and [ felt Tima passed so fast

A friend of mine came to Hiroshima te take over the school, | gave birth to a bay. The
lime company which my husband had run went bankrupt. | diverced with amount of debt
after going bankrupt. | had to work all day and all night.
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I worked at a office in the day and worked as a teacher at a sowing school. Finally, I
payed off all debt. At that time [ was moved to listen to lecture “The time that frog in
well know the ocean” from Dr.Yukawa. | started learning Sadou, Kadou and carigrapy as
liberal arts because [ wanted to know many things. | entered a sowing school at
Hiroshima to get high skills for my work

[ was impressed by the lecture that design is anly one point and putting our minds
Daimonji at night . | also was impressed by the lacture that the first principle of beauty
is scale(golden ratic}from calligrapher Mrs. Kawakita Harue.

| jeined 1dth society for study of French at Tokyo Sugino dress manufacture during
school, | graduated in 1974,

| worked as a teacher for dressmaking once a8 week since | was requested by staff from
Kure ten nou community center. | anjoved a display in cultural festival. | worked for Hire
community center in 1992 and that center is still remaining.

| reciaved the Mister of Health, Labor and Welfars sward at Japan dressing associstion
and | have been trying it every yesr. [ got the design award in this year. My great friesnds
and etudents make what [ am teday. [ promise | will live with being enargetic at eight—

eighth celebrity,

Translation by Taichiro Tanaka,(Shimonoseki)



