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A mission was only to help people who were exposed to
radiation

By Naoce Takeshima

At the time that the atomic bomb destroved Hiroshima, | helped people as a nurse
student at an aid station designated in Hiroshima Sekjjuji hospital. | was also exposed to
radiation and [ wasn't abls to move my left leg  However, | couldn’ t able to care about
my condition sinoe | saw tha line waiting for treatment in front of me. All [ thought about
iz that [ had to halp them.

| grew up in wars after Japan started Manshu incident at my three- year—old [ set my
goal that [ became a nurse and went to front to contribute to our country.

[ graduated prefectural senior women school { now is Jyoge high school] at Jyoge town,
Hircshima (now is Futyu city) and I went to first aid and nursing department established in
Hiroshima branch of Mihon Sekijiuji{Japanese Red Cross Society) hospital When [ was
1Tyears old, [ was surrounded light like flash of camera whan [ was talking with my friend
at a dorm naxt to hospital, which had1.5kilo meter distance from the center of axplosion. [
shouted “Shouidan” and covered my eyes and ears.

However, | was trapped under broken building and 1 was conscious by the voice from a
lower grade student who was next to me. [ couldn t move anymeore, but | was rescued by
a solder who was hospitalized. However, my legs turned to purple and I couldn’ t move at

all. Despite of this condition, our boss gave a instruction that you had to aid other people,
50 | walked to temporary aid station in front of the entrance with a stick,

I saw a line who are sxposed to radiation along train track. The line started from the city
hall to Mivuki bridge. Skins was hanging from their arms becauss of burn. We didn’ t
have gaze and pin get, so | eank my hands into a pod filled with zine cintment for, then |
put it to patient’ s wound for their treatment. | recalled that the reason that [ helped
tham without food and drink was | had no feelings.

i | was o sorry for them, I wasn' t able to help them.



[ think | treated patients seriously with no feeling | continued to help until | went back to
iy hofetown at 11th becausa of inflammation in my pleura. [ worked as a school nurse
in Jyoge town and Hiroshima city after war. | told children that war caused tragedy, we

must cara about aur life for peace aducation.

| feft that the children change during that time. It seemed they were losing of respect
for others, It leads respect for life and peace to put us into other viewpoints.

However, we got freedom, which causes the number of children who think about anly
themselves was increasing.

Also, the number of nuclear families, children who go to schosol without having breakfast,
families that parents and their children don’ t have conversation with each other too
e,

Most of parents were born aftar the war and don't know the fears of it. There are few
opportunities that they talk to their children about the war.

| hope that they talk about the importance of paace in their houze,

Translation by Taichiro Tanaka, (Shimonossaki)
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My memory about group evacuation in 1944 and 1945

By Yumike Kobavakaws

I lved in Suita city with six person of my family. The situation was gradually getting
worse. Many men were called for war and only women were at their house to protect We

practiced ajr—raid drills to prepare air raid. Shelters and water spots for fire prevention
weare build at every houses.

Blackout were carried out in night. Group evacuation and evacuation to their relatives
was started. When | was Gth grade elementary school students, | moved to Mozumi Shima
islands that is my mother’ s home town,

We had strict classes for fight influenced by militarism. Also, we practiced Japanese
halberds and spear made by bamboo marny times. In addition, we boostad our meotivation
by singing military songs in music lessons, We had such kind of education during the war.

11 transferred to Mihara elementary school as a8 evacuation student in October, | planted
traes as a volunteer until sunset on December Bth which is the day to develop our
motivation for the war.

Tokyo were burned because of air raids by B2% in March 1920, Afer this incident, othar
cites also got damages . [ saw the fire at Imabari city from Mihara city and [ felt fear that

gir raid was coming.

Furthermore, the farmer got guns from graman fighter and undermine watar exploded in
Inside sea. Damage were spread to countryside as well as urban area.

Wa who entered WMikara women school in April took classes, planted swest potatoas and
made shelters.

The school changed to like a factory. Upper classes attached buttens to military clothes
and graduatas worked for a military factory wearing headbands with the word that the
only thing for to do is working for our country and divine power.

Boys who avoided to being solders were recognized as a unpatriotic person. Training
centers were made for junoior high school students. we were taught that being a solder

was honor



The government carried out ration system and we stood until we won,

We heard honourable death and the war dead. The fight in Okinawa started and It was
gotting apparent that we lost the war, but we were not allowed te mentien about it

We 1th grade students swam in the sea near the schogol because the warning was clear
in August Bth.

The new bomb was launched to Hiroshima, after that the town was destroyved, many
people were injured. Wa went thera to help them from the school. | heard Hiroshima
wouldn’ t have any plant during 70 vears from my senior friend who came back hera.

Many people were sheltered in the warehouse. Their wound was full of maggets and many
people were dead. I head it is like hell. The atamic bomb was launched to Nagasaki on
th.

August 15th, the emperor informaed us about lose by radio. Thare were many black
markets in ruin of fire and they were so crowded with orphans and repatriates. [
transferred to another women school in Osaka from October and we started classes.

However, | was confused the fact that the contents related to war in taxthooks were
smeared with black.

Soon after this, my mother got sick and died in April 1946, I transferred to the school in
Nomijima island. Our education system was changed. | decided learning nursing.

I saw a girl who had ekin grafts due to keleids caused by radiation and child with his/ her
eyes protruded saying * no more sick”. | encounteraed innocant people with grief.

[ met Takeyama Chivo who hopes peace and appeal to UN with doles made from paper at
80 vear —old. | learned the importance of peace and passing it to next generation from
her.

The Photo Exhibition gave a start to join veoluntesr activity

Translation by Taichire Tanaka, (Shimonoseki)
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Born in Beijing in 1945
Toshiko Shinagawa
Meeting to think about home education

(Born in 1945)
In the 10s of the Showa era, my father worked for a trading company in the Hiroshima
Prefectural Industrial Promotion Hall, which is now called the "Atomic Bomb Dome.”
It was a romantic encounter during the war, when the boat his mother was on was
washed away and his father went to help.
| went to Beijing for trade and went 1o the vicinity of the Mongolian border by trading
Hiroshima's specialty neadles, pots, and kettles.
The work Is going well, there are & Kunyans, and her mother makes buns called "Mantou’ and
dumplings together, and has servants.
I cherished them as much as my family.
However, after the defeat on August 15, 1945 the Japanese were called defeated people,
and some people were thrown stones when they walked cutside.
Even in such a situation, the employes who was working went shopping on behalf of her
mother in the middle of the night and carried food, and it seems that they regpected her faith.

I was born in October of the year of the defeat at a temporary matemnity hospital in Baking,
which was a renovated restaurant.

At midnight, a fow days after being dischargad, four robbers broke Into our house.

The robber put a plstol on my head and threatened, ‘Give me all the money! IF 1don', Tl kill
thig child!®

My mather gave them the money she was hiding here and there, and said, "This is all,” and
stubbomiy crossed over with the robber,

She had decided not to give the money to be reised to Japan, which was hidden in the
double bottom of the chest, even if she was killed.

With a little baby, we were able to finally board the salvage boat in April 1246, despite the
severe hardships.

The space given an board the ship Is half tatami mats for adults.

You can only carry your luggage with both hands,

My mather changed all of her kimono into my diapers, and she wiped my body and Tried 1o
keep it clean, almaost never drinking half the hot water in the pot that was provided each
day.



Thanks to that, | was able to return alive without suffering from pneumonia.

The air an the bettom of the ship is bad, and newborn babies die one after another due 1o
pneumonia,

A child who died in a ship is simply wrapped in oil paper and put into the sea. The ship
whistled and circled around the body. Sharks flock to the body. Screaming of a mother wha
lost her child! The days around 1945, which | heard from my father and mother, are a tragic
history of war, with no enemies or allies. In Hiroshima, my hometown in Japan, where |
returned at the risk of my life, my father's mother and younger brother were killed in a burnt
field, After avercoming various difficulties, his parents enjoyed talking about Beijing in his
later years, "Autumn in Beijing s the best in the world. The sky was clear and the stars were
beautiful. It's cold in winter, so if you take the ripe persimmon out, it becomes sherbet.
Scoop it with a spoon in front of the stove and eat it. It was the best.” I'm thinking while
writing this sentence now. | love the stamy sky. The earth seen from space is shining blua
and has no borders. We are all a family on board the Spaceship Earth. | will continue 1o act
fior the rest of my life in order to realize a society where children can smile and shina

without confiict.

English translation Mayu Tateno, living in Tokyo, Gordon Weighta LISA
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Make my mother's wish come true

By Michie Goto,
(Born 1949}
Hiroshima woman university Fukuyama reunion

My mother who will soon turn to be 04 start saying “] need to tell my brother' s story who
was killed by atomic bomb---." Right after the atomic bomb was exploded, my mother,
when she was 23 years old, came into Hiroshima City to look for her brother who
belonged to the West 2 Troop at that time. Finding one person was not easy after the big
disaster and she was about to give up to find him after walking around the city for many
days. When she entered Ujina city, a person told her that "People crossed to Nino Island,
Why don’ t you try to go there? That is the last ship of today.” So she decided to take
the ship to go to that island as her last chance by taking 40 min.

After she arrived at the island, she entered the one building and asked at the reception
“Is there any person named Katsumi Takahashi here?” and the receptionist sald “Yes, he
is here. He is in the 5§ wards.” She was running to that room and what she saw there was
that 20-30 people were lving naked on the bed and only covered their waist by the small
cloth. She was walking in the reom to lock for him and the nurse pointed one person and
said “he is here". There was badly burned guy and she transfixed in front of that tragedy.
She said “Are you Katasumi'*?" and he answered “Sister---?" His handsome face was
blackened and mers shadew of his former self. She run to him and cried. She asked "Can
you eat hera?" and he said “it’ s almost time for the supper.” In time, one man came into
tha room and brought the hot water with little rice to him without saying anything. Even
the warms came out from his ears and stunk. She said all this terrible situation made har
sincarely upset.

Aftar a whils, he started to talk with week but clear voice. He said “Sis, [ will explain
what happened to me to you, so please tell it to everyone.”

“B:15 am on 16" August, | went out from the base camp to attend the morning roll call.
And saw the flash light. [ wondered what was it and turned my face to that light and falt
burning en my chesk. | could not stand it and coverad my face with my hands and turned
back. The back of my hands also burned, even back of my head and both sides of my
neck, too, After a minute, | heard the big sound of “Bomb” and blew off. | saw black
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around me and found my eyes injured. Touching my face and felt something melting and
drooping down. ] followed pecple running toward to scmewhere, and everyone fall down at
the west square. | also got lving down there and someone funneled water by the kettla, 2
days later, big truck arrived and loaded bunch of people as if they were cargoes. I thought
pecple at the bottom may have died. We were transferred to here from Ujina. | was
medical-checked and put in hot medical bath here and told my heart injured.”

On 24%. he got high fever. | askad “Do you feal hurt?” but he said "Ne, sis. Do you think
I am going to die? No, [ cannot die now. | have to recover and take care of parsnts.” But
after 30min, he passad away.

| heard that more than 10,000 pecple got taken away to Nino Island.

Some people died right after the bomb, some peopie died some deys after the bomb just
like my brother, and some people have bean suffering still now from the sacondary
disease like my mother. | am lived by those victims and strongly believed that we should
not waste their lives and never have war again.

Translation by Ayako Uehara (Tokya)
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People say “70 years after the war”...

By Hiroko Makamura
Hireshima woman university Fukuyama reunion
(At tha time 14 vears ald, Living in Fukuyama City)

I have been doing “Storytelling” at a local nursery, elementary and
junior high school since 2003. | wanted to tell them something about the
pacific war and after the war in Japan.

The Pacific War was a war that Japan started against the United States the
UK, the Netherlands and China. etc. on December 8 1941,

Three and a half years later, on August 15, 1945 the Emperor Showsa
announced to all Japanese people on the radio that “the war ended”.

In that war, there were many victims of 2 million combatants and 1 million
noncombatants.

In the air raid every day, 215 cities, 645 square kilometers, 9. 84 million
paople suffered from burning down infrastructure including railroads,
factories, houses, household goods, and of course Fukuyama city was
included.

Around 10pm on July 30, the unexploded bomb was suddenly fell in the garden
which is three houses away from my house.

A bomber called B29 from the United States came to the reconnaissance
during the day as every day and that day was night.

Fortunately it was the unexploded bomb, but immediately the police came and
got a rope around so that no one could enter.

There was a memo in the unexpected bomb and it said that the names of 12
cities were written on that.

The United States dropped the atomic bomb in Hiroshima city on August 6,
then the Fukuyama air raid on the 8th and The United States dropped the
atomic bomb in Magasaki city again on August 9.

After the atomic bomb was dropped in Magasaki. The Soviet Union attacked
Japan even though Japan and The Soviet Union have had a Non—aggression
treaty.

Then Japan surrendered and ended war.
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[n September 1945, Mr. Douglas MacArthur was appointed as General Commander

of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and came to Japan with

430, 000 soldiers.

The thing that he has done first in Japan was to dismantle domestic

military facilities.

Bur local army “Fukuysma 41regiment was no exceptional.

Our school building was completely destroved and we had taken a class in

the barracks till new school building was built.

A dozen people who were considered Class A war criminals were arrested and

Judged in the Far East military court and seven of them were sentenced to

death.

Apart from that, there were many people who were purged from public

service.

Democratisation policy in Japan began gradually, but our |ife after the war

is just “Nothing” .

Japanese government spent 2.5 times the national general budget on the war

expenditure.

As a result, our |ife was really miserable as infrastructure, factories,

houses were destroyed.

As for the rice field, there are no machines to cultivate the field, no

fertilizer and no manpower, so the harvest volume was about half compared

to the now.

A lot of women lost their marriage partner and there were many widows with

young children.

The Japanese goverrment restricted the withdrawal amount of savings and

made new bills and made old money unusable because of inflation, so

everyone worked desperately.

To keep peaceful times, we must learn what the important thing is
Translation by Yuji Ouchi. (Tokyo)
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Inheriting the importance of peace

Etsuko Matsuura
Group Sceking a Universal Society
(7 years old at that time, residing in Koihigashi-honmachi, Hiroshima City at present)

In April, 1945, 1 was seven vears old in the first grade of Koi National Elementary
School, We didn't study much at school. Instead, we always practiced hiding under a
desk with our mouths and eyes coverad in case of air raids, My elder brother and sister
were evacuated to rural areas.

My maother went to a town called Takaya in Higashi-hiroshima City for delivery. |
was with her, too. On August 5th, a month after my younger brother was born, my
father came to take me home. At that time, train ticket sales were limited in number, so
he decided to go home with me and loggage one day earlier. At the last minute of
departure, however, | jumped off the train, saying “I’ll go home with my mother.”

Om the following day, August 6th, at Takaya Station, there was a notice that read “No
train services because a new type of bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.” Om that
evening my father came back to meet us. He dragged his feet, using a wood stick as a
cane. His clothes were torm and dyed with blood.

He told us what happened in Hiroshima. At ¥:15 am. on Angust 6th, our two story
wooden house was swayed and collapsed. He became crushed under the collapsed
house. He struggled and crawled out of the debriz to find a house opposite on fire. He
had a big injury, the flesh of his left arm was ripped and gouged, and a lot of glass
frapments got in his whole body. He was bled from these wounds. He walked on piles of
debris, finally got to Takaya.

On his way, he heard people's groan for water and moan in pain. They walked slowly,
putting their arms in front of their bodies. He sew a hell on earth.

Three days later, we took a train to Mukainada Station and then walked to Kol Station.
As far as we could see, there was nothing but bumt-out ruins, so we could see as far as
Ujina. Our family lived in Koi-honmachi. My father was an oil seller, and his store
served as a distributing station of oil, s0 a lot of il was stored under the floor of our
house, The ground was burned and too hot to step in for a month, We lived in a room in
our neighbor's housa.,

My parents and | walked around the city to find my father's younger brother for
many days. At night, | saw phosphorated oil from dead bodies buming with green,
orange and purple flame on the ground. 1 was so scared that | walked holding my



muother’s hand with my eyes closed.

In time, 1 got swellings on my both legs. Fries gathered on the swelling and laid their
eggs. Soon the swellings were infested with maggots, so I picked them up with
chopsticks. It was my daily routine. When a bandage was changed, T cried with pain. T
still have a scar from that.

The elementary school was tumed to a crematory. Bones were divided by their size.
Bigger ones were put into bags marked “Adult”, and smaller ones were puat into bags
marked “Child.” The newspaper bags were placed in the shoe lockers. We put our shoes
in available space. I heard that my home room teacher and some students in my class
were dead. Fear of developing an atomic bomb disease haunted me all the time. People
said: Because radiation is contagious, don't come close.; Don't marry to a-bomb
survivors.; Atomic bomb survivors won't be employed. Discrimination prevailed back
in those days.

In the meantirme, Mr. Tkeda Daisaku, who is my mentor in my life, sent his book 1o
me. In the book, it was written that “With high ambition, we are not afraid of atomic
bombs.”™ He wrote it with his powerful handwriting. It ignited a flare of hope in my
mind, and I decided to pray for world peace and eampaign for the elimination of muclear
weapons as long as | live,

When my father died and his body was cremsted, we found a black lump of glass in
his ashes. I thought he assumed a mission to convey the horror of atomic bombs until
the last minute. He always told us the importance of peace. | am determined to inherit
his spirit.
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Recollection on the 6th of August

By Sachike Hata
Association for Realizing Universal Soclety
{At that time, five year old and lived in Hoida, Yahata Village. Saeki District)

August Bth, 1945 wae a day after my fifth birthday. | was sleeping alene in a tatami reom,
[ was suddenly awoken by a fusuma sliding door falling on top of me. The time was 08:15.
[ was so surprised that | jumped out of my futon bed and rushed inte the vard. | stood
there looking up into the sky in amazement. | had no idea what was happening.

My grandmother, who was holding my three—year—old little sister, called to me. “Hurry,
come back into the house!” sha shoutad. Still | stood outside for a while continuing to
look up inte the sky. Then | saw the clear blue sky of that hot day instantly turn dark.

Burned piecas of cloth, paper. and many ather things started falling from the shy.

[ remember a black rain bagan to fall along with the debris. My grandmother franticly
shouted to me, "Sachike, it is raining now. Come back into the house quickly!” | cannot
forget the sight my grandmother, sister, and | saw on that faithful day.

My family had five members, my grandmother, father, older sister and younger sisters, and
me. My mather had been a teaacher of Yahata Elamantary School. She had passed away
the year before from Nephrophthisis at the age of thirty—two.

My father sarved the women' & association as a prefectural farming technical adviser.
These women tended the rice and other crops because most of men had gone to the
battlafield.

Today records of those days are decumentad and displayed at Yahata Community Center.
Students, including my older sister, had been mobilized in support of the war effort. She
had to go to a different place every day. On that day, black rain drenchad both my father
and sister. They both had been out for duty.

My family lived in Hoide, Yahata Village, Saeki district {now Saeki ward) when the atomic
bomb was dropped. Yahata Elementary School was just behind our house. Evacuees from
many places in Hireshima city headed to the school, which had been designated as a
ghelter. Every day, many came to our house too. These times are well documented in the
schoal library records. The bomb victims extended their arms toward us with peeling skin
hanging from thair arms. Thay pleaded for water.



My grandmother placed many cups on a tray. She filled a kattle with well water and
served the evacuees. She wept in deap sorrow. I will never forget the sight of them
desperataly drinking water,

Aftar some daye, a community notice board teld us that we should not give water to the
avacuees. The notice said that the evacuees would immediately die from drinking water.
My grandmother pleaded for meroy. She said, "If they would die any way, can’ t we give
them a little water?” The deep sadness | felt then was beyond description. | was later told
that, despite my age of five, I held on to my grandmother and cried really hard, Still, day
after day, many avacuees kept coming to our house asking for water.

Evacuees seeking refuge packed the lecture hall of Yahata Elementary School. Their
faces were as black as ink. We could clearly sea the whites of their wide—open eves. | will
never forget that horrible sight.

A big hole wes dug st a corner of the scheol playground. The deceased were burnt there
avery single day. In the lecture hall, members of woemen' s association wearing white
aprons tended to the evacuses with devotion,

The cruelty of those times even more drameatic when you realize that just the day before
everyone was happily leading an erdinary family life.

On August Gth, everything was lost and many people passed away in agony. My heart
aches unbearably and this event (7?7) is absolutely unforgiving. | believe it is our
everlasting mission to cherish all those precious Fves from the bottom of our hearts.

Translation by Kazuhiro Asaga, Live in Fukuoka
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We should learn from the atomic bombing of Hiroshima

Kiyoka Yamashita
Group Secking a Universal Society
{Born in 19446)

My mother passed away at the age of 92 three years ago. She was born in Sera
County. At the time of the bombing, she was married and lived in Miwa Town {currently
Miyoshi City), so she escaped from the disaster. Her sister Tsurumi, however, had
married inte a family in Naka Ward, Hiroshima City, so she becarne victim to the
booming. The entire family were destroyed, except ber. Though she managed to go back
to Sera with serious burns and numerous picces of broken glass pierced into her body,
she died a painful death about 3 months later. My mothers yournger brother, who was a
third-year student at Nisshokan Middle School (later became high school) in Kisa Town,
worked at a factory in Hiro Town in Kure as a mobilized student. After the atomic
bombing, everything was over, so all of the mobilized students there came home
together, When they finally arrived at Hiroshima Station from Kure, Geibi Line was
stopped, and what he saw while waiting for a train for 5 hoars was an expanse of burnt
field. He also saw smoke rising everywhere and smelled an acrid offensive odor. He
walked to Mukaihara and finally got a train to home. He is currently 86 years old and
still alive. He says that he will never forget the seene he saw that day. My mother told
me his stories from time to time, but 1 thought that the atomic bombing was something
that had nothing with me because | was bom after the war.

Much later, however, the man who I got marmried 10 was 4 Survivor who was exposed
to the atomic bomb in his mother’s womb. His mother was a-bombed in Koi Town,
Nishi Ward and also got caupght in black rain. Soon she developed an atomic bomb
sickness and eventually passed away after vomiting larpe amounts of blood. She was 38
years old at that time.

It was at the time of the delivery of my two children that [ concerned about the effect
of the atomic bombing. | was apprehensive that they might not be healthy and normal,
Although both of them were eventually born with no physical defects, my younger
daughter often caused asthma and convulsions, and [ was privately womed that the
atomic bombing might have been causally related to her poor health.

My hushand was born premature and often got sick from his youth. He developed
emphysema and, in his 60s, liver cancer. He underwent operations several times and
was officially certified as an a-bomb survivor. When he turmed 50, we celebrated the



occasion, and when he reached 60 years of age, we congratulated him. Though he
became 70 years old in November this year, we never know what is going to happen in
the future. Our family’s life has been like a tightrope welk and walking the edge of a
cliff.

This kind of psychological fear cannot be seen with our eyes like radioactivity. Not
only a-bomb survivors but also their familics have been forced o live with anxiety
about their firture.

We should never make our children and our future generations experience suffering
caused by demonic weapons. Such a tragedy should not be repeated again.

Nuclear weapons which exist currently should be abolished immediately. We must
not permit to produce and use them.

All buman beings are born with an imeplaceable mission and the right to exist.
Nobody has a right to deprive others of them. If the humankind try to exist, the first
thing they have to do is to learn from the tragedy of Hiroshima.

The reason I say so is that “being alive” is the most important for human beings. T
will advocate this message as long as [ live.
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My year 1945

Terumi Amabe
Hiroshima Women’s NPO Center Future
3 years old at that time, residing in Tenma-cho, Hiroshima City at present)

On August 6th in Hiroshima, we woke to a new dawn afler the restless nighl. We
couldn't sleep well the night before because of repeated issuance and cancellation of
air-raid alerts. At 7:09 am. an air-raid siren wailed again, but an American military
aircraft only passed far up in the sky, so the alert was cancelled at 7:31. We got out of
the air-raid shelters and were about to start a usual day, In those days, building
evacuations were implemented in various places within the city 1o make fire prevention
zones or roads for firefighting. The purpose was to protect military facilities from air
raids. My mother was mobilized and engaged in work near the present Dobashi, Naka
Ward, Hiroshima City. Among other mobilized people working there were many
noncombatants, including elderly people from the city and neighboring counties, called
volunteer fighting corps (Kokumin Giyutai), and 1st- and 2nd-yvear students (12 to 13
years of age) from national secondary schools, junior high schools and girls” high
schools. They had started working early in the morning.

At 8:15 am., an atomic bomb was dropped on innocent citizens of Hiroshima. [
cavsed indiscriminately slaughter and mass destroction instantly. After a while it
tormented many people with damage by radiation.

The central temperature of the fireball that exploded at 600 meters above the ground
excecded | million degrees. The tempemture of the surface sround the hypocenter
reached 3,000 to 4,000 degrees, People were burned like leaves by the burning fireball
like a small sun. The city where we had lived for many vears suffered devasiating
damage in an mstant because of shock waves, blasts and extraordinary high temperature
fires caused by the explosion of the atomic bomb.

My father wasn't drafted into military service because he lost sight in one eye, He
waited until the fire subsided a little in the evening and went to look for my mother. [e
found her on the verge of death and carried her back on a cart, and then we took refuge
in our relative’s house in Furuta, At that time | was 3 years old. When [ saw my badly
burned mother, [ was scared to come close to her, saying “That’s not my mother, it's like
a dog.” This is the only episode that connects me and my biclogical mother. Even this
was the story I heard from adults around me, and I don™ remember it at all. For me, my



biological mother is someone in a photograph.

I was put up for adoption to our distant relatives who had no children. Brought up by
my foster parents who were not rich but kindhearted, [ am enjoying a satisfying life now,
If np one had adopted me, which had eventually made me a war orphan, I might not
have survived and “1 of today™ would not have existed. In those days, it was difficult for
even adults o survive.

It1s 70 years since the end of World War 1L Japan has not fought a war since then, but
the world has never been al peace, Stll now, there are many people who lost their lives
in war.

As a person who was born and learn in Hiroshima, [ thought [ am responsible to hand
down the realities of the atomic bombing as well as the importance of peace to the next
generation. | decided to stop twning my eyves. On the occasion of the 70th anniversary
of the atomic bombing, | applied for a preject to inherit the memory of A-bomb
survivors as a8 memory keeper. As the a-bomb witnesses are aging rapidly, I would like
to paszs down atomic bomb victims® experiences and prayer for peace to younger

generations.
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A gender-equal society will pave the path for peace

Motoko Bando
MPO Carrfer Met Hiroshima
(10 years old at that time, residing in Ogaki Town, Saeki County al present)

When the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, [ lived in an inland on Seto Inland
Sea. Immediately after the sharp flash, T saow a huge mushroom cloud developing
instantly, even thoagh I was far from there,

As [ was only ten years old then, [ never knew what happened. T only remember that T
was scared in fear of another air raid.

The next day, my elder cousm who worked in the Red Cross Hospital as a nurse came
back to the island, barely escaping alive from the devastated city of Hiroshima. She told
us that Hiroshima was reduced to bumt ruins and overflowing with numerous dead
bodies everywhere, making her feel more dead than alive. We were 50 glad and relieved
that she was back, but she died a week later.

It took me a long time to learn that an atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima and
then Nagasaki and that the bombings caused numercus casualties and many survivors
were suffering.

We should never repeat the tragedy of the atomic bombing. [ strongly oppose any war.
All my hope is that this world will be peaceful forever. To realize this, I think the United
Mations should strengthen its power and spread the idea of permanent peace.

In 1975, the United Mations proposed “International Women’s Year,™ and under the
slogan of “equality, development and peace,” the first World Conference for Women
was held in Mexico,

At that time, as an official of Hiroshima Municipal Board of Education, | participated
in the working-level meeting of the Ministry of Eduecation and played a role in
publicizing in Hiroshima Prefecture a series of movements and activities of the United
Mations and organized leadership seminars for women and other meetings. OF course,
the seminars were attended by some atomic bomb survivors and provided them with an
opportunity to tell their tragic experience in detail. The stories they shared with us
couldn’t be heard without tears, and we realized anew the importance of peace.

In 1995, the Fourth World Conference for Women was held in Beijing, for which
gight women were selected ahd dispatched from Hiroshima Prefecture. [ was one of
them and served as the group leader. We brought “peace ribbon™ and the photographs of
the atomic bombing from Hircshima and protested war In the conference, actions for



equality, development, and peace were discussed, the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action was adopted, and the guidelines for each country to follow were issued.

There is a compelling need for a gender-equal society in which both men and women,
as equal members, have the opportunity to participate in all kinds of social activities and
equally enjoy political, economical and cultural benefits.

For women, empowerment is important; they should empower themselves, asserting
their rights and fulfilling their responsibilities at the same time.

I believe that if women empowerment and a gender-equal society arc realized, its
circle will be expanded, and then we can create a peaceful society without war.
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Until | Stepped Foot on My Motherand's Soil

By Tosghike [hara
Mew Japan Women's Association, Hiroshima Head Office
{19 at the time, living in Ranam, Manchukua)

On March 1, 1932, the Japanese government declared the establishmant of the
Manchukuo state. There, along with an Imperial government office, the Kwantung army
was installed in Shinkyo (now Changchun) as part of the plan to expand tha territory and
asgimilate 30 million people into the Japanese empire. In 1938, my father was appointed
to the position of daputy principal of the all girl's high schoal in Shinkya and the following
yvaar, our family followed him to Shinkya, | was in the sacond semester of my second year
of high school.

From April of 1845, [ worked at Ranam National high scheol. On August 9 of that year,
the Soviet Army broke the terms of the Soviet Japanese Neutrality Pact and declared
war on Japan, launching an early morning surprise attack on the 13%. We ran through the
mountaing to escape, all while a hail of machine gun bullets came down on us from the
sky. Day and night, on foot, we desperately headed south. [t was truly a lving hell; peopla
who couldn't keep up, ke the eldedy were ted to pine trees and just left behind, On
August 15%, wa finally made it to Tianjin City and had our first meal in two days. On the
radio, we heard the Imperial Edict on the termination of the war. And with that, for & brief
moment, we thought we could finally return home. We were givan a ride on an open top
freight train car to Hamhung. We were given shelter at a temple that was completely full
of other refugees. However, sveryone was ordered to return to where they came from
and | recalled the words from my father,"If worst comes to worst, contact Principal
Shinzaki at Wonsan Girls’ High School"and so | ran for my life depending only en a name
card from The Japan Gare Association that | had pulled out of my first aid bag. Around
mid=0ctober, my father who was in Manchuria, was sent to deliver the school's copy of
the Imperial portrait of the Emperor to the Gando government offices and so thousands
of kilometers away to the south, he appeared in front of ma, like a miracle. In mid-
Decembar, | contracted typhus. At that time, mora than haif of the people who contracted
typhus died. In July of 1846, we were ordered to return to Japan by the Soviet army and
so, we bought a Korean fishing boat and over three days, crossed the 38" parallal, working
a5 hard as could with only one sorghum rice ball per day as sustenance. We landed aafely,
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for the time being. on the shores of Jumunjin in South Korea but on the next evening an
American military doctor came at me and another young woman, singling us out by nama.
My father, who risked his own life to protect us from the doctor, said “If the worst came
and | was beatsn and killed by a log to the head, it didn't matter, | was | was already
prapared to die."My father died when he was 93. Even more than 70 years after that
incident, whenaver [ remamber i, | can't stop erying.

[ was able to get on a boat back to Japan and landed at Senzaki Port. My mother's
hometown of Hiroshima city was in 8 miserable state, having been completely bumt by
the atomic bomb. We made our way to Danbara, to an aunt's home, she herself was just
barely alive, and there, finally, after a year apart, the 5 of us, parents and children ware
together again. It was a joy to be safe together. However, in provinces such as Hellonjiang
in former Manchuria, we heard about the elderly that were left behind, the women, the
shildren that committed suicide, starved, froze to death, caught typhus; the over 130,000
people who died in those miserable circumstances. Of the Asian people. over 30 million
lives were taken. In Japan, B0 million people were forced to suffer for a sorrowful 15 vear
war and for what purposa, for whose sake? As the song Umi Yukaba# (If | Go Away to the
Sea) was played on the pianc, | was moved to tears, It had been me who had faithfully
taught the Imperial Rescript on Education®. And brainwashad by education, thair ayves,
mouths and ears covered, so many young people were scattered to the four winds for the
Empercr's sake, the Country's sake, only to lose their ives. We, those who have
experienced the war, will absolutely not allow war to happen again. After the war, we
rallied around the expression,“Never again will our students be sent to the battlefield”.
It's especially important now, for all of us, to jein forces to promote the spirit of our
wonderful Censtitution and to protect our Constitution's Article 8, hald in high regard all
arcund the world, “We sincerely wish for world peace. Wa will not go to war. The right of a
country to angage in war will not be recognized”

#A Japaness patniotic song pepular during and slse after VWorld War |l Ly Yukaba was sung
bafore takeoff by many Famibaze suicide attack pilots in the final stages of Waorld War 11
{Wikipedia)

#The Rescript requested of the peopls that they “furthermors advance public good and promote
offer vourselves courageously to the State; and thus guard and maintain the prosperity of Our
Imperial Throne coeval with heaven and earth”. (Wikipedia)

Translated by Colleen Mathisy
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Group evacuation with hunger

Yoshike Takacbushi
Mew Japan Women's Association Hiroshima Headquarters
€12 years old, Iiving in Hiroshima prefecturs at the time>

"Good-Bye.”, "See yvou.” We all said in tearful voice. Being seen off by families wa
daparted Hiroshima station for Shobara by train. [ little knew that | could never see two of
my older brothers again.

an April 1945 Aozaki Mational School's studants from third grade to sixth grade arrived to
Shobara station in Hiba county where was surrounded by open view of the countryside
with fear of living away from familiez. We left for the Kenko Church where we wera going
to start our new lives holding baggage our parents had prepared for us.

I had just moved to Hiroshima,my father's hometownfrom Tekyo the previcus yaar in
order to avoid heavy air raid. My father had to stay in Tokyo for his job, and my mother
and her five children rede on the train crammed with many evacuees wheo were under the
game circumstances as us. My mother worried about my reapeated avacuations and
wanted to stay m Tokyobut my school teacher came to my house to persuade us to chey
the naticnal policy. So [ had to join the group of svacuation at that timae.

We started to live in a group at the hall located upstairs of church, Night came and
students in the lower grades began to cry saying *[ miss mom .or "1 wanna go home
spon”. Then We sixth grader also became sad and cried in sympathy lots of times. A small
quantity of meals were gerved se avery student ate it slowly and little by littla The sixth
grade student's role was to receive food distribution shouldering creel. But since July,we
eauld gat only soybeans instead of rice, so we ground them 70 parcant into flour to
make dough and rolled it into balls to float in soup. That soup was only meal we could
tala every day. Wa alao ate a amall cup of roast soybeans for snack. But it didn't aatisfy
our hunger. So we ate medicines instead of snacks and anything we can eat such as
plants and roots, Elementary school students went to Ueno park to plart sweet potato
vinas instead of going to school in order to increase vield of food. It was far from school
to the park carrying hos. Cultivating and planting sweet potate vines were very heavy
work for starving students.



As we were getting skinny and weak, fleas and”lice"were getting healthy by contrast It
was terrible that the bite festerad and skin disease spreaded. If the war had dragged on,
almost of all students might have collapsed from malnutrition, though teachers tried to
get rid of lice by spraying D.0D.T to student's head.

On August 6th everinginjured psople and bumnt pecple cama to Shobara one aftar
another, but we couldn't understand what had happened in Hiroshima. On August 15th,we
listened to the Emperor's announcement on the radio kneeling formally but we eouldn't
understand what it meant. Our teacher axplained to us that the war had ended , but we
couldn’t afford to accept it because of hunger. On August 18th, | returned home with my
neighbor who cama to pick me up. He told me that he came to bring me back home
because my family were in trouble. | knew sad news at the time. My kind two brothers
whom | separated in April had died of the atomic bombing. My mother had the habit of
saying that she should've given anough water to them because they had been going o
die,

Adult should not sacrifice children in the war.

That is what | think from the bottom of my heart.

Translation by Mihe Horie, (Tokyo)

_86_



TR R DE O L

e HEEN T YN
=
H
iy

ZH

DRI BTARER
*#&?
(B 3%, B

<19454- 8 H15H £ T>

FXI9424E 2 A 1 HEAEET O E W) E2ATHEINE L7

ML, KEAEMFTICEHZOF . 1 HOOIE THRBICELL TWzDT, (27
). i (6%) ERO3ADEIME)HIOMBRTES LTwE L7

COEDHE, T [721X2 L BE] DIEZH AT OMLEFO#EO T, ZHIEE
WICBELE L,

M3 7 » TR E LD TTH, FETORENL3I2HDET, AVAEVDOBE
(Mkﬁh%ﬁ<%w@ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬂa5>Kﬁﬁﬁfﬁ&-ﬁmi%vw%mﬁWmﬁL%To
TV [HES | LRSI o722 & FiUL, BRSSO NS, F2e5E
K%Hﬂhﬁ%@~:vﬁot®#%ﬂﬂiﬁho%%%@ADDT\E#ké&FTri
FUEDIVD A TAVALDEENV] EE-TT—T =Wzl bk, KOERT., &
M [H-oB29] LFo THRBREROAIAETA ALY LTWnAZ L,

AR >
KIIBBCTEBAEOER 7259 T, 9HIRELC. RAHB L LT LI
W) F L7z YRR 2 LTI E ES DY T ARBENR YR TE L7,
CHIZIEEALEDREORMETLH Y T Lo KA4 NI ZEAQZRER, AR L
ﬁ@@ﬁﬁ(ﬂﬂfﬁét\%@ﬁh¢%tb’ﬁ%tiﬁoﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁm>«®ﬁ%%
R LFE L7ze EZIWCEARFBICERTVWLHAZ2ZHDSH A5 0 [ 3 XIHERTREEE 20
ruﬁ%ﬁ&hiéé%ﬂéjtwobwf\wﬁ;ﬂotLiLto

AL MO GEOAE TN TLZD, AL T LIERIEEL BN TV 20 TR
PeAhFHA, TNTHERROYITZMHED T, BEIIIPFEIH 572 L9 TL. FIEIIARK
W) DEF T AT, HACRHIZBEOMTEARCEEES, Mo T L7z, BN
RIELT [y ATEX ) F U EALD T, BRI T EA S 2 L 728K T X
ATCHELFL] L) bDTY, —F, QU 2kmA ) B -3 R o HERGT < 12 5 1%
%:%ﬁm%ittﬁ BHIEIRE O WEIMTIE > T LT E L7

%%&ﬁﬁiwwﬁ v RO OFHRIEE ) LTETLA, BoHWAFO
(ﬁbé)%%éoﬁtﬁ@ﬁfttoﬂiQ%A«wwﬁéﬁxq%EEK%%O

<. ﬁa —HEIZRY R EARLZLDTY,
%wwﬁﬁéih\i@@@iZﬁik##b\Mﬁ¢?2$¢@@\ﬁ@ﬁ<mﬁ%%
By LGP T ) F L2A5 BEIIHEIHSTEL 2D, IRICHEXE L CERME
BB LE L7,

T, WOBLNEEGPLCIEH ) FHATL .

HEHEIFRORIE [HEHETHOWRE3 7 AOFERSER TV I26, TABRNY NS ITE), 5
Tole—o FIIBWLALS] ERVSEEPEE L7



A Life Before and After the War

By Hideko Aanki
MNew Japan Womean's Association, Hiroshima Head Office
(Threa years old at tha time, going from Aichi Prefecture to Okayama to live)

Until the 15" of August 1945

I was born in Magoya City, in an area called Shibata, on February 1, 1342 My father was
working for a steel company, Daidoseikoshe, then, In the beginming of January, he was
drafted for military servies and left us to take up a new post in Taiwan. We thres, my
mother (27), my older brother (6} and I, lived in a rental house on a street that a train
pagsed in front of.

In the summer of that year, tha three of us moved to Tokoname city in Alchi Prefacture

on the advice of my grandparents on my father's side. They ran a shop salling cigarettas
and tea.

When [ was 3 years and 7 months old, the war ended. [ have three memories of Tokoname
during that time. The first was when my mother and | were going te visit the home of an
acquaintance {1 think there was a girl about my age living there). | was holding my
mother's hand as we went down a narrow path when my mother cried cut, “Earthquake!"
and we dove for cover together, It must have looked like the timas whan everyona rushed
inte the air-raid shelters at every alarm. The second was my brother saying in a loud
volce, "I don't want boiled barley rice! I want to eat something delicious!” and wailing at
the entrance of an air-raid shelter. The third was when my mother shouted, " Ah, B-52"
and covered the lampshade of our electric light with a large cloth.

After the war

My father seemad to be an employee of a provisions warshouse in Taiwan. In Segtember,
he returned to Japan and began work as an assistant teacher. However, there was no
food to be had anywhere and with my grandparants, tha six of us were at our wits' end,
This was a problem for most families. So the four adults of our family discussed the
situation and it was decided that we would return to our hometown, Natsume village in
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Okayama, (If we look at a map, it's around the center of the prefecture. It's Kumenancho
riaw.)

There were two rice field lots what had been entrusted to the haad family. f we livad
there, we were guaranteed rice to eat and for this reason, we movead thers in October,

My parents and grandparents wers born into farming, but once they'd become adults they
laft working on the farm. As a result, they were no longer familiar with the strength
neaded for the work. Daspite that, in the following year, thair harvest seemed to come
through with the aid of the head family. We were living in rooms we rented from the head
family. By and by, my grandparents bogan baking senbei (crackers) and selling them
outside of our front door. They had acquired a machine that would press and bake a
sweet potato and flour mix on hot iron plates. Meanwhile, my father had found a job
working at a public office near Kome station, a little more than two kilometers away, on
the Teuyama lina. And my mother was sick in bed due to her pregnancy and the
subseqguent anemia.

Because we had suddenly moved to this temporary rental house, my grandparent's room
on the first floor had only bare tatami mats and in my mothers reom, rush mats were
spread over the wooden floor, upon which she had only a thin futon. I would get broken
senbai from my grandmother and my mother and [ would much on them togethar.

Aftar this, my sister was born, It took my mother two years to recover and by that time, [
wag in my second year of elementary school. We had a house near the station and wers
beginning our new life. The following year, my grandfather passed away and my father
opened a grocery shop attached to our housa.

However, things didn't always go smoothly.

My grandmother would say to me again and again, “If only we'd been more patient for
those three months in Magoya. We wouldn't have nesded to struggle so much now. War i
a miserable thing.”

Translated by Hiroko Yamashita

Proofread by Colleen Mathiau
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White sun

Shoko Ito
<8 years old at that time, Tokyo — Gunma Prefecture=

Around 1945, I lived with my parents, sister, younger brother, and grandmother.
When | was in the second grade of elementary school, my heart was full of fear of death.
I was envious of my two-year-old brother, who had no idea what death was.
At that time, air raide were commen in Tolyo, and it wae said that theve were three air
raids on January 1.
"Wa inherited the red blood of sur parents who told us to die for His Majesty the Emperor,
pur small people who survived, and tied them with a deadly white sash in their hearts,”
he sang every morning at school.
Bardines were distributed late at night, probably in the fall of 10th.
Her grandmother said, "I might die tonight, T want my children to eat sardines,” and
once cooked only three mouthfuls of soybean meal and wheat rice and ate in the middle
of the night.
At the end of the second semester, my teacher told me to deliver a letter to my absent
friend's house, and on the way back, 1 was desperately walking through the ringing
alarm siren, and [ was forced into an air raid shelter by & guard.

In the darkoess, all the strangers spilled tears suddenly and terrifyingly sutside.
Not only the tears, but also the lower part was wet.
I was shocked that I leaked it without being aware of it, and 1 don't remember what
happened after that,
When I went outside, [ just remember that the setting sun hit the vine leaves entwined
in the stone wall and it was bright red.
Ora March Sth, the new year, my brother, who bad been evaguating school children to
Tochigi prefecture, returned for the first time in halfa year to take the junior high school
BN,
His brother went to see the junior high school tomorrow with hie fmends.
[ don't remember the family-friendly supper after a long time, but it would have been
fumn.
I slept upstairs with my tired brother.
I don't know when, but the sir raid had begun.
At that time, we were dressed as daytime when we went to bed, with shoes on the hedside
and tatami mata with vertical and horizontal boarde so that we could walk on the tatami
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mats,

I thought again, but it was the first air raid for my brother in my life, and it was totally
confusing and totally unreliable.

Anyway, I led his brother to the air raid shelter in the garden and went out to the garden,
but it was bright red and it was like noon.

On the roof of the house, I saw his father wielding a broom and beating the falling sparks
in eilhouette,

He was amazed at the number of B-29s flying in the sky, and remembers well until he
ghook his faeet as the incendirry fell with a rustling sound and entered the air raid sheltar
to roll.

The next thing [ noticed was that I was wrapped up in a futon and woke up, I was done,
1 was alive.

However, the night of March 10 never dawned.

The bombing burned down most of downtown Tokyo, the sun wae hidden to keep the fire
gpreading, and what I saw in the dark sky like night was a white round celestial body at
a high position around noon,

It wag a short while before I realized that it was the sun, not the moon.

The sun, which wag just floating white without a way of light, trembled like an event in
a dream.

The air raid killed 100,000 people in downtown alone.

Since my honze is om a hill, it was left unburned, but my brother's jurior high school was
burned down.

The air raids were repeated n Aprl and May, and my home was burnt in the Yamate air
raid on May 25.

At that time, my family evacuated to Gunma prefecture, and only my father passed
through a fierce fire in Tokyo and arrived at the evacuated destination.

His father had a burning odor all over his boady.

The evacuated life that continued after the end of the war was even more difficult.
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My time of 1945

By Fukiko Hatsukade
11 years old at that time,
lived in Ogawara, Kakogawa village, Aki district

World War Il began on the same year [ entered Funakoshi citizen elementary school in
1941. My mother worried about 2 food ehortage because she had to wait in a line to get
bread. She decided te go to visit a relative who lived dozens of miles away from
Hiroshima City. Leaving grandmaother behind at home, My father, mother and [ went to
Ogawara (Kakogawa village, Aki district), Our relatives let us move into their guest room,
during the spring of 1944,

When | was in the 4th grade, we moved into a house that had become vacant. The houss
had a straw roof house and was over 200 years old. The support posts were full of
wormholes. Freguenthy large centipedes appeared.

We began farming. We kept cattle and chickens, and grew rice, wheat and vegetablas.
Our garden had several persimmon treas. We hung many persimmons to dry. In autumn
chestnuts trees in backyard produced a bountiful harvest Many chestnuts fell along the
roof, We collected a gallon bottle of chestnuts every morning.

We also grew rice, but were unable to eat our harvest. Food needad to ba shared. We
augmentead our personal food supplies with wheat. vegetables, eggs etc.

In April 1945, we greeted childran from the Funairi national slementary school. Thay had
come because of a group evacuation. Our guests had tiny amounts of feod in their lunch
boxes, The tiny meals filled only 8 corner of their container, | clearly remember that after
aur new friends took a bite they would put down their chopsticks, Then with their hands
on there knees they chewed over and over again.

On the morming of August § the students were in the playground for morning gathering. |
saw a B-2% bomber moving through the clear sky without sound. | remember seeing the
bomber drop three items. They looked like boves. They fell toward Hiroshima City from
tha sky above. Soon thereafter a flash of light filled the sky and there was a loud
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boem. A big black cloud rose from the place from which bright light had come. Teachers
guided their fifth grade children into the bamboo thicket bahind the village office.

| worried what had happened beneath the black cloud. I wondered what had happened to
the people of Hiroshima. 1 wondered what had happened to my fathar. Ha had gone to his
office. | worried about my mother, She had gone to Funakeshi in the morning to visit my
uncle. | erouched and watched as the clear sunny sky darkened, Large drops of rain began
to fall. Very cold rain soaked my blouse. | had heard that heavy rain falls after a big fire. |
thought the bomb had caused the rain,

Arcund 3 pm on that day, the atomic bomb victims began arriving at nearby schools and
public places. Prayers were being said. More than 700 victims wera brought to
Kakogawa national elementary schocl. | went to the scheal te help the victims, My friends
and | worked for a couple of days.

On the day of the bomb some of our friende, who were part of the group evacuation, had
returned home to see their parents. They came back safe and talked about the situation
in detail. My friend, who seamad fine, passed away a week lzter. | bacame frightened by
what the bomb might bring to our future. [ saw burned bodies in the rivers and on the
beaches, hare and thers. | thought that [ never would become accustomed to seeing
flames and smoke again. Just being afraid was a scary matter.

I heard that the war was over on August 15. [ felt a conscious relaxation of tension as if
the rope that bound my whole body had been unraveled. There were no more air-raid
warnings. | removed the black cloth that covered the bare light bulb during the war, A
brightness at night returned.

Now, 70 years since then, [ think thet we must keep peace for all forever. We must do
our bast not to have painful times for children.

Translation by Kazuya Murakami, Live in Tokye
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What my life was like in 1945

Karuko Urabe
(15 years old al that time, residing in Nakasu-cho, Fuchu City,
Hiroshima Prefectire at present)

As T was born in 1930, | was 15 years old in 1945, At that time, | commuted to a
girls' school n Fukuyama, using Fukuen Line. [ remember working in Fukuyama
Mitsabishi Electric Factory as a mobilized student for a few days. In my class, there
were about 40 students. Two women served as instructors for us. On one school day,
we moved all of our desks and chairs out of the classrooms and carried them to the
houses for evacuation. Such situations are unimaginable today. The classrooms
became almost empty. Machines were brought in each classroom, and the entire
school became a factory. We were engaged in parts production in small groups. We
heard that the parts wounld be used for bombing machines. Parts finished in one
classroom were sent to the next classroom one after another. Inm this way, we
continued the work. [ did the coiling of a thin enamel wire around the coil by using a
machine. When I look back on that time, I can’t believe that I could menage to do it.

The mfluence of war was close to us, and amr-raid alerts were issued from time to
time, Fukuyama City was completely destroyed by the bombings by B29 from the
night of Aupust 8th until the moming of the 9th. [ guess not many students were
victimized because the attack happened at night. I can't forget how I felt on August
Oth. [ was pleased that | didn't have to go to school because August Sth was a school
holiday, but at the same time, [ was worried zll day about what happened to the school.
On August 10th, [ went to school, using Pukuen Line to Fukuyama Station. | got off
the train with a pounding heart. Though the platform remained as it was, the
surrounding area was still burning and smoldering.

[ walked to our school with my friends along the Sanyo Main Line. As far as the we
could see, there was nothing but burned ruins. 1can’t forget this scene with black smoke
rising everywhere and stinking and nasty smell. Then, we found that cur school
buildings were completely burned down beyond recognition. All we could do was to
just stand there and wipe away tears and sweal. There were only a few students there. |
don't remember whether the teachers were there or not. Together with classmates who
came to school with me on the same train, | walked to the station with no words. We
found many notice boards were put up in the ruins, showing the families” whereabouts.
Suddenly, one student gasped in surprise. We saw an adult falling facedown into dark



bumt rubbish or ashes in the space, short distance back from the road. T found a swollen
dead body in two places. They were badly charred from head to toes with hair and
clothes bumed away, They made me realize the horror and misery of war.

It was on the day under the hot sun that we listened to the radio broadcast of the voice
of the then Emperor. The students, including myself, were at the school vard to elean up
the ruins of the school factory, collecting twisted nails, plass balls melted and siuck
together like deformed marbles, and so on. [ couldn’t listen to the radio well, but T
understood one thing. “The war was over.” We went home with few words. We took
classes at Higashi Elementary School in Fukuyama in rotation with elementary school
children. The school buildings escaped fires. After the war, we studied at the barracks of
Fukuyama Regiment. Looking back on those days, we took almost no classes for four
years al our girls” school, That was the memories of my school days back in 19435,
which seems 10 someone now as unimaginahle,
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70 years of being a *clam” with the fecling of guilt for surviving

by Tokimi Takeshita

<16 years old at the time, resident of Kojin-cho, Hiroshima-city>

Even 70 years has passed after the atomic bombing of Hiroshima my guilty
fealing never disappears.

When | was 16 years old, pure student, was spending at boarding house in
Kojin-cheo to go to school Kako-machi wearing Monpe (woman's work pants) and
Boukuzukin{air defense hood) over the shoulder. | had spent good time at the
school.

However, the complexion of the war got worse day to day and many battle
planes were flying over the head. We had to go air raid shelter as the air raid
alarm rang almost every day. When | could not enter the shelter, | hid myself dark
potato field's furrows and was terrified of seeing the Kure city with red sky with
fires.

Once the air raid alarm stopped, we returned our ordinary life. We needed to
get wrapped the lamp in a comforter not to leak the light of the lamp when we
studied at night. That was the way of our school life though nobody complains in
those days.

One Sunday, the end of July, my father came to my bearding house without

notice and said “Let's leave here, Hiroshima is in danger.”
| sald "l won't because | have to take my term examination at school”.
The examination was very important and | didn't want to miss it. | refused to leave
the boarding house. But my boarding house's mother forced me o leave
Hiroshima so | grudgingly decided to leave Hiroshima. My father didn't talk a
single word for 3.5 hours on the train when we left my boarding house. | was
wondering about school absence without notice, about term examination and
about friends all the way to my house.

A few days later, | got a letter from my best friend who lived in Furue-city. She
brought me some loguats which she gathered in the neighborhood. She thought
that the loquats from Furue-city is special for me since | lived Northern part of the
prefecture. But she couldn't find me at school so she wrote me a letter. In the
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letter she said “| thought | could see you at school today or tomorrow and waited
for 2days though | never see you at school. | miss you so much."

When | read the letter from her, | nearly wept for joy and wrote her back thanks
letter. | also wrote about the reason of the school absence without notice and |
promised her that | would be back soon so we would eat loguats together.

Right after | promised her to get together soon and eat loquats, | lost everything,
my friends and school in the moment by the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.
| asked my father to take me to Hiroshima-city as soon as possible. The city had
burned to the ground. | needed to follow a river or railway track to find the
direction to my school since there were no buildings or houses as landmarks and
nothing but burnt-out ruins.

Once | got to my school, | sobbed out an apology to friends with feeling of guilt
for surviving. Since then, | have lived like a clam. | have stayed in my shell as a
coward survivor that the only way for me to make up to my friends who died so
young. | have decided to live this way and determined to live for my friends who
died in the war.

Now | live peacefully with grandchildren around and remember the dead of war.
| have continued to send the letter to my best friend of Furue-city and | believe
that the message has reached my friend.

“We would eat loquat together soon, | would bring Furue loguat there. It would be
s00N......"

I have named mysell coward survivor and stubbomly shut my mind like a clam
and the clam just started to open the course of my life of 70 years for the first
time.
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