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Special contribution

Ags a "contributor to the nuclear weapons abolition movement”
Invited to the Nobel Peace Prize award ceremony
Emiko Okada
Hiroshima Women's University Alomni Association
(8 years old at that time, living in Onagache, Hireshima City)

I was eight years old at the time of the bombing.

At the age of fifty, I was sent to the World Friend Center to go to the United States and
met an American woman named Barbara Reynolds,

She said, "War can be started instantly with violenee and force. Peace is the spread of
peace with each and every one of us. This is the duty of human beings in Hiroshima."
With these words, I started working as a storyteller.

The following year, I apphied for Hiroshima Women's University,

At the women's university, Sadake Kurose, who was in the same period, encouraged her
by saying, "1 have to tell even in the women's university.”

Last year, T0 years after the bombing, she was invited to the Nobel Peace Prize award
ceremony &t a "contributor to the nuclear weapons abolition movernent.”

The award ceremony was held on December 10th, the anniversary of Nobel's death, at
the Dalo City Hall in Morway in the presence of the King,

Befrre the award ceremony of the "Mational Thalegue Quartet”, Tunisia, which was
awarded the Peace Prize, was suddenly announced as "Hireshima A-bomb survivors
Emilo Okada, Nagasals Shohei Taniki, Keng Abe".

All (about 1,000 people) stood up and applanded with a smile, and bowed to say thank
you for mow.

It was a time when hot things came up and tears flowed, and | was so moved that ]
couldn't put it into words.

I felt like I was invited to A bomb survivors from all over the world.

Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Bolberg said, "Your story reminde ua that there ia a
human being behind the numbers of vietime. It is important for the vounger generation
to understand that, Thiz vear, 70 years after the bombing,

I am grateful to you for coming to Novway. What [ have conveyed as a narrative is passed
down to the next generation and is very meaningful. ™

The next day, a lecture was given in the ity of Ozlo, with about 100 people including the
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mayer of Oslo, Marianne Borgen, NGO, and general parents and children participating.
[ gave a message from the mayor, a DVD of the movie Atomic Mom, an English text of
my story about the atomic bombing, and a amall folding crane.

He talked about a strong blast, 4,000 degrees of heat. and radiation.

Mayor Borgen said, "T want to make Oclo a eity of pesce. The complete alimination of
nuclear weapons is the only way the world should take. The atomic bombings on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are historieal blemishes

In Oslo, parents and children of the general public asked with a surprised expression,
“Ie it really there, iz it a tastimony of the atomic bombing™

The hat introducead in the viden, Shigeru's lunch box.

They are ralics, not replicas.

6,300 junior kigh school students have died.

After returning to Japan, I wanted to spread the fact that it wae under the mushroom
cloud with all the citizens of Hiroshima, and I strongly wanted to stand up and continue
talking to ereate peace.

* Norwegian Prime Minister Solberg and Mayor Borgoen of Oslo are both women.
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"70th anniversary of the atomic bombing" Flyer for the
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AR 1015 =8 The sceneries of Hiroshima after the war
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Atomic Bomb Dome and a woman holding laundries 1948

A woman carrying a washing tub walks along the right bank of the Motoyasu River to

wash clothes in the river.
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A scene of A-bombed Kanayam-cho October 1945

A view from the south at the roof of building in Yamaguchi-cho area (now called
Kanayama-cho). Ninoshima (Aki-no-Kofuji), which shouldn't be seen, was observed.
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Mothers working hard on Peace Boulevard, which is under

construction. A large number of female workers played an active
role in this construction work.
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Editor's Note

[70th anniversary events of the war and radiation exposure
My life in 1945

Memorial magazine chief editor
Iwai Tanaka

More than 40 essays were sent by women in Hiroshima and the members of the bureau
after we solicited them about the theme, "My life in 1945". I was deeply impressed and
surprised at the fact that the writers could live on under the circumstances of significant
changes of lifestyles after the war. I couldn't read them without tears. They reminded me
of the importance of peace and the mysteries of humans'survival power. And I got great
courage.

For the record of women history, I keep wishing that a lot of people, especially young
ones, read and pass the essays down without forgetting how strong and determined the
women in the devastating age were.

It was hilarious that I could edit this magazine with the bureau members playing the
center role along with young people in joyful and harmonious atmosphere.

I appreciate all of you for your cooperation from the bottom of my heart.

Editorial bureau members

Fumino Minatoya, Naoko Murakami, Motoko Bando, Reiko Nagatuma, Setuko Hirano,
Fukiko Hatsukade, Iwai Tanaka, Sachiko Inoue, Sachiko Miyamoto

— The 70" anniversary memorial magazine of the war and radiation exposure —

My Life in 1945

Date of issue : March 2016

Editor and publisher : The bureau of Hiroshima recommending gender equality
C/0 Essor Hiroshima, 11-6 Fujimi-cho, Naka-ku,
Hiroshima 730-0043
Phone: 082-242-5262
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Editor's Note

Seven years have passed since the publication of “~70 years after the dropping the atomic
bomb and the end of the war~ me in 1945” in 2016. We managed to translate the book from
Japanese into English thanks to Ms. Tomoko Rip who live in San Francisco and is a female
entrepreneur.

She decided to support us to complete this translation plan as soon as the book was published
and said “I hope this kind of the record of women’s hardships to be translated into English
and be known by people all over the world. I will ask my friends to cooperate with this project.
So, let’s put into action.”.

Additionally, in Japan, Ms. Risa Toyota who is her friend and volunteers who are on The
Gender Equality Association in Hiroshima and understand the significance of this plan also
supported this translation project.

Women who lived 1945 had a rough life. However, it seems to me that they had something
important to pass on to later generations including grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
and I believe they thought that was what made them happy.

For three years until the English version published, Lifestyle restrictions were implemented
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and Russia will invade Ukraine in 2022. I have realized
that constant effort is required to achieve a state of peace. I really appreciate everyone who
wrote their feelings with many wishes in “~70 years after the dropping the atomic bomb and
the end of the war~ me in 1945”.

Sachiko Inoue

General editorial committee

Sachiko Yoshimura, Sachiko Inoue, Yoko Nishinaka, Chiho Suzuki

T
— The 70th anniversary memorial magazine of the war and radiation exposure —
My Life in 1945 Date of issue (Japanese version / English translation version)

Publication date : August 2023 Edited and published by

Association for the Promotion of Gender Equality in Hiroshima Prefecture
1-2-1 Otemachi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima 730-0051
Orizuru Tower 10F Esor Hiroshima

Please refrain from copying or reprinting articles without our permission.
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September 16, 2017 Ms. Tomoko Rip talked about
i the significance of women's entrepreneurship and
! English translation publication.
:
E

g RS AT BRI Hr R

s ek e LR - L Bt R e BT
e Sl B e b RS R Ry e e PR R

S PR 8 A0 L
SESRT R CNECHES AT EaEn
SR St 50N e —

S CETOE =R HeE Rt o R O R LR

CEte e b e |

T e
oty
; {1,511
U B | BECEARD

i i
5 .; 2 E‘ i
IHIRNEDS
L

ﬂi”ﬂl20$®ﬂd HAREFIC A > 22— 2 5HPMES A

Ms. Tanaka being interviewed at the time of publication of "My Memories of 1945".
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September 16, 2017 We invited Tomoko Rip, who returned to Japan
from San Francisco. Commemorative photo at the networking event
after the lecture (at Esol Hiroshima in Fujimi-cho)
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